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THE. following T reatiſe i the Sub- 
\  flauce of ſome Diſcourſes which T 
” © delevered in my Pariſþ-Church, for 
| the Eftabhſbment of my\Hearers m the pre- 
ſent Truth - which þ:now' publiſh, partly 
for their ſakes, ta- put them' in remembrance 
thereof,::and that they may bave ſomething 
 fiill by themto oppoſe to the reſileſs and impor- 
tuuate Infnuatzons of thoſe that are of the 
other Perſwaſzon ; And partly, in' hopes that 
it may be of ſome Uſe to others, that either 
need or defrre Settlement or Information here- 
in. Tf it ſhall fall into the Hands of any of © 
thoſe of the other way, I only defere this of 
them, that they will endeavour toread it with _ 
as little Prejudice as they can : For I can oſs © 
"3 - [fore * \ 


ſure them, that I bave no mind either to de- 
ceive, or "to be deceived. - But-as I have 
learned, and am perſwaded of the Truth, as 
it is in Feſw; ſo do I defire to ſpeak, and 
preach, and ive. - If any {ball think that this 

bad been a Province* fittef” for others tobaue 

_ undertaken, 1 ſhall readily join with them in © 
the ſame Opinion. But yet 1 ſball add thi, 

that I bave ſome Reaſons to:ancline meto do 
as 1 baue done: And I doubt not but to find 
Excuſe. at leaſt, among all thoſe that are tru- 


a.” 


ty-candid,” and ſincere Lovers:of Truth. "If 


thou receiveſt,, Reader, "any Benefit thereby, 
grve.God the Praiſe, - and: pray for me. 


 Jonn Ottyeres. 


TWAT LI may proceed with al imaginable Plainne.in 
this Matterz.:] (hall firſt ſet down what. 1 bave.co.ſay by: 
_ way of Argument;:for. its: wk: L.ſhall;endeayour to 
Clear up andiconfirmz.and then 6 eta Db; . 
. deavour to remove the Objections: that. are gy commonly made, 


 andimoſt uſually rais'd/againſt it. + 


.To-begin with the fir@: : Thas which 1 haye to fay by. way of AT: 
gument inthe Defence of {nfant-Baptiſin, ; is-this, - vs... 

i;Dbey, that are to-be owned and-receiyed «4 084.25: the Children 
of God, and his Peculiar,and: Coy Members of the. 
Church of Chriſt, to whom the promiſed # $ of the Covenant 
dobelong,onght to:he bay 


But tbere are ſome young Childrenor TW whoare, tobe re«- 
ceived apdowned by ys, as the Children of God, and: hisPecyliar | 


| hr A propa People, and Members. of: the Church of Chriſt, to: 


-Bleſlings ofthe Covenant do belong : 
e there Xe ſous air ar Infants ho oought to- 
be baptized. | 


Fox. the ee PR 8-0 of this Argument, two things 


| a 


ed. | 
 ; That there are _—_ young. Children or Infants, who are. to- 


be owned:and received: by; us, as the Children of God, and his Pe-- 


culiar-and Covenant-People,, and [Members of. the Churchoof Chriſt, 
to.whom the promiſed Bleſkngs.of the'Covenant do belong. 
Wu. Thatbriag tobe ſo owned and ns by;us, they are there-- 


| fore to be baptized. | 


1T.. That: there are ſome: young Children or lakes, who are to» 


| be owned and received by us, as the Children of Ged, and bis Pe-- 


cliar and Covenant-People, and Members of the Church of Chriſt, , 

to whom the promiſed Maſhogh of the Coyenant do belong. 
For ar pee young Children or Infants that haye been. ſo- 
and reckoned, and declared by God. bimſelf, for his p&»- 


culiar. 
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A Brief Defence 
culiar-and Covenant-People, and Children, and Meinbers of hig 


Charch ;- ard this their Church-Memberſmp and Relatiort to him, 
as his peculiar Covenant-People and Chilaren, hatlnever been abo- 


iſh'd or taken away by him, but 1s ſtill continued, and rather con- 
firmed to ſome young Children or Infants ſtill : therefore there are 


ſome young Children or Infants that are likewiiz ſtill to be owned 
and received by us tor ſuch. 

rt. I fay, that ſome young Children or Infants have been owned 
and received, and declared by God, for his Children, and Mem- 
bers cf his Church, and have been reckoned and taken by him into 
the Number of his pecyliar Covenant- People. 

By the Church of God I mean that Body and Number of Perſons 
which God hath choſen, and called, and ſet apart in a ſeparate 
manner from the reſt of the World, to be brought nearer to him- 
ſelf in Relation, and learning the true Religion, in order to the 
partzking of thoſe ſpiritual and eternal Bleſlings by Chriſt, which 
he hath promiſed in the Covenant of Grace. : 

And they that are of the Number of, or do belong ' to this Body 
Or Society of Perſons, I call the Members of the Church, as being 
Parts or Members of this Body. | 

And theſe bcing ſuch as God is pleaſed to take into a nearerand 
more appropriate Relation to himſelf, than he doth others, are 
therefore alſo called his Children or Covenant-People; and he is 
their Father and Bead. So that to be a Child of God, and Mem- 
ber of ais Church, and of the Number of his peculiar Covenant- 

£0p!e, is a one that is, doth denote one and the ſame Perſon. 

Now, I ſay, that ſome young Children or ' Infants have been'of 
the Number of thoſe that have been thus choſen and taken by God 
into this near Relation to himſelf, as his. Covenant-People and 
Children, ſo that he hath had a peculiar and ſeparate Reſpect to 
them, as well as to their Parents and other adult Perſons, in ano- 
ther and diſtinguiſhing manner from what he hath had to the other 
People of the World ; and this his ReſpeCt to them he hath open!y. 
declared ard teſtified, that others in !ike manner might accordingly 
own and receive them. Such hath been the Grace and Goodneſs of 


Ged, to chooſe and take the Infants of ſuch as he bath called into 


a near Covenant-Reiation to himſelf, that they might partake alſo 
of the Bleſſings of the ſame Covenant. 

It is to be obſerved from the Beginning, that the Seed of thoſe 
who have been God's Covenant-People, 'have been likewiſe owned 
and-taken by God into Covenant with: him ; and fo have continued 
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in that State till by their own Wickedneſs and Apoſtacy they have 
fallen from it, and ſo have been diſcovenanted or rejected by God. 
And the whole Current and Harmony of Scripture ſheweth, that 


ever ſince there was a viſible Church on Earth, the Children there- 2!9Þofions 


of have by the Lord's Appointment been a Part thereof. Eve, the 
Mother of all Living, hath a Promiſe made, Ger. 3. 15. not only 
of Chriſt the Head-ſeed, but through him alſo of a Church-ſeed, & 


to proceed from her in a continued lineal Succeſſion, which ſhould $14 =: 
continually be at viſible Enmity with, and ſtand at a Diſtance, and ©9!ton, 
be ſeparated from the Seed of the Serpent. Under that Promiſe þ. 12. 


made to Eve and her Seed, the Children of Adam are born, and are 
a part of the Church in Adam?s Family, Even Cain was ſo, Gen. 4. 
x, 3. till caſt out from the Preſence of God therein, for the Mur- 
der of his Brother, ver. 14. being now manifeſtly one of the Seed 
of the Serpent, 1 Fohn 3. 12. and ſobecoming the Father of a wick- 
ed unchurch*d Race, But then God appointed unto Eve another, 
viz. Seth, in whom to continue the Line of her Church-ſeed, 
Gen. 4. 25. And how it did continue in his Seed in their Generati- 
ons, is ſhewed in Ger. 5. And hence the Children of the Church are 
called the Sons of God, (which is as much as Members of the viſible 
Church) in contradiſtinCtion to the Daughters of Men, the Proge- 


' ny of unchurcked Cain, Gen. 6. 2. Apgains 4f righteous Noah be 


taken into the Ark, (then the only preſerving Place of the Church, 
to which the Apoſtle applieth Baptiſm, as having a myſtical Relati- 
on toit) his Children alſo are taken in with him, Ge». 7. 1. though 
one of them, viz. Ham, after proved degenerate and wicked ; but 
till ke ſo appears, he is-continued in the Church with his Brethren, 
And as the Race of Ham, or his Son Canaan (Parent and Children) 
are curſed, Ger. 9. 25,26, 27. SO likewiſe Shem (Parent and Chil- 
dren) is bleſſed, and continned in the Place of Bleſſing, the Church. 
As Fapher alſo, or Fapher's Poſterity (ſtill Parent and Children) 
ſhall in time be brought in. And the holy Line, mentioned in Gez. 1 1, 
10—26. ſhews how the Church continued in the Seed of Sher, from 
him unto Abraham. 

And when that Race grew degenerate, (as.it is plain they did, 
folk 24+ 2.) then God called Abraham out of his Country, and 
rom his Kindred, and eſtabliſhed his Covenant with bim, which 
ſtill took in Parents and Children, Gen. 17. 7. And here was a To- 
ken or Sign ordered for the Confirmation of this Covenant, which 
was to be applied to Children in their [nfant-ſtate, even at eight 
Days old, ver, 2&5 13, 12. Here indeed we have the firſt cm 
of 
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| A Brief Defence 
of Infants as owned by God, and taken into Covenant by him, toge- 
ther with their Parents ; as here we read of the firſt Token of the 


Covenant that was to be applied to them. But the ſame is alſo to 


be held of thoſe thatare ſpoken of before, though. it be not parti- 
cularly mentioned, becauſe 'there was no Sign then appointed for 
the confirming of this Covenant to'them as there now was: Yet 
foraſmuch as they are reckoned ſtill to be, and continue in their 
Church-ſtate, till by their Wickedneſs or Apoſtacy they were cut 
off, and are reckoned to be3n this Church-ſtate, as coming and pro- 
ceeding from ſuch Parents as God had choſen and called into ſo near 
a Relation to himſelf, they are therefore to be reckoned eyen from 
their Infancy to have been 1n this State; \ | 

And as for the Covenant made with Abrahan and his Infant-ſeed, 
I ſhall briefly obſerve, for the preventing of ObjeCtions, that it was 
theſame which in the Goſpel is called the new-Covenant. And Cir- 
cumciſion, which was ordered to be the Token or Seal of it, and to 
be applied to the ſame Infant-ſeed, was a Token and Seal of it, as 
' ſuch ; as appears by the Terms which in the main Article of it are 
the ſame with thoſe which are reckoned by the Apoſtle to belong to 


Gen. 17.7. the New Covenant : For I will eftabliſh, ſaith God, my Covenant be- 


tween me and thee, and thy Seed after thee, in their Generations, for an 


everlaſting Covenant, to be a God nnto thee, and to thy Seed after thee. 


This is the main Point. * And thus that which the Apoſtle calls the 
New Covenant, runs in the ſame Terms in that main Article likewiſe, 
Heb. 8. 10. 1 wilt be to them a God, and they ſhall be to me a People. 
And the Pſalmiſt hath taught us, that this imports and fignifieth 
much-more than any kind of outward Proſperity whatſoever, or all 
together. For howſoever a People may be look'd upon happy, that is 
in ſuch a Caſe z yetthis is the chief Point;the all 1n all,the Sum of that 
Bleſſedneſs that can belong to a People ; Pal. 144. 15. Happy « that 
People whoſe God 4s the Lord, And our Saviour hath deduced the 
Promiſe of the Reſurrection it ſelf,, from Gods being the God of A- 
braham, ard of Iſaac, and of Jacob, atth. 22. So that conſequent- 
ly the Reſurrcttion of all- others, to whom God is a God, may be 
concluded from the ſame Covenant-relation likewiſe. So that the 
Covenant made with Abraham and his Seed, in their Generations, 
was the Gofpel-Covenant for the main Articles of it, and contained 
1n it the greateſt Goſpel-Bleſſings. The Promiſe and Giving of Ca- 
naan was but an Appendix or Appurtenance to it, and not the prin- 
cipal thing reſpeted; but under that a better Country was intended : 
And {9 Abraham underſtood it, for he looked for a City which had a 
| | - > Foun- 
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Poundation, whoſe Builder and Maker is God, Heb. 11. 10. But he ſo- 
Jjourned in that earthly Land of Promiſe, as in a ſtrange Country, dvel- 
ling in T abernacles with Iſaac and Jacob, the Hezrs with him of the ſame 
Promiſe, ver.9. So that neither he himſeif,nor many others to whom 


the Promiſe was made, did enjoy the earthly Canaan for an Inherj- 
tance. But they confeſs'd themſelves, that they were Strangers and Pil- 
grams upen Earth ;, and they deſired a better Country, that ts, an heaven- 
ty, ver. 13,16. which they did no doubt, by virtue of the Promiſe, 
as they underſtood it. And this the Apoſtle looks upon a verifying 
and making good that Relation that God engaged himſelf in to 
them ; for therefore, ſaith he, he was not aſhamed to be called their God, 
becauſe be had prepared for them a City, ver. 16. So that Abraham had 
that which the Apoſtle calls the Promiſe of eternal Inheritance, Heb.g. 
I5. For'if the Inheritance be of the Law, it ts no more of Promiſe , bat 
zow, the Apoſtle ſaith, God gave it to Abraham by Promiſe, Gal. 3. 
13, So that the Promiſe of eternal Life and Happineſs in Heaven, 
is contained in the Covenant that God made with Abraham and his 


Seed ; together witle thoſe that were born in his Houſe, who yet Gen. 19. 


9 


had never any ſhare with his Seed in the Land of Canaan, as an In- 12, 13: 


heritance. at all ; nor was the Meſliah to deſcend from their Loins. 
And what was this'then leſs than the Goſpel-Covenant ? 

And if the Promiſe of eternal Life was contained in this Cove- 
nant, then we may be ſure it contained alſo the Promiſe of Juſtifi- 
cation or Remiſſion of Sin. And if ſo, then what was it leſs than 
the Goſpel-Covenant ? And thus the Apoſtle aſſures us likewiſe it 
was, and that the Goſpel was preached unto Abraham, Gal. 3. $. 
For the Scripture foreſeeing that God would juſtify,the Heathen through 
Faith, preach*d the Goſpel before unto Abraham, ſaying, In thee ſhaft 
all Nations be bleſſed. It is true, this Clauſe which the Apoſtle quotes, 
is not in Gen. 17. wherein the Covenant is made with Abraham and 
his Seed, which we have inſiſted upon; but in Ger. 12. 3. and elſe- 
where. But yet this Promiſe which the Apoſtle deduceth from 
theſe Words, muſt likewiſe be contained in this Covenant 3 and fo 
thoſe Words muſt be alſo a Part of it, though ſpoken at another 
time : Becauſe Circumciſion, that was the Token of this Covenant, 
was a Seal to Abraham of this Promiſe ; Rom. 4, 11. And he re- 
cesved the Sign of Circumciſion, a Seal of the Righteouſneſs of the Faith, 
which he had being yet- uncircumciſed * Which mult be founded on 
the Promiſe ; ſo that char Promiſe likewiſe belongs tothis Covenant, 
and therefore is ſealed by it. And this Covenant, as delivered to 
Abraham, the Apoſtle tells us alſo, =_ confirmed in Chriſt, Gal. 3. 6 

an 
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| - A Brief Defence 
and therefore-can be no other. than the Goſpel or New Covenant. 
Yea, and the Promiſe of- divine Aſſiſtance for fulfilling the Conditi- 
ons of the Covenant, was contained alſo in the ſame Covenant 
with Abrabam: For ſo we find it was underſtood 'by the Church 
formerly ; Mic. 7. 19,20. He will ſubdze. our Iniquities; and thou 
wilt caſt their Sins into the Depth of the Sea. Thou wilt perform the Truth 
unto Jacob, and the Mercy to Abraham, which thou haſt ſworn to our 
Fathers from the Days of old, Which muit needs have Reſpect to 
God's Oath and Covenant with Abraham. And ſo alſo the Apo- 


ſtle reckons, that God's ſending: his Son Chriſt. to bleſs them, and ' 
to turn them from their Iniquities, was a great Inſtance of the Ac- 


compliſhment of the Covenant that God made with Abraham, Acts 3, 
25,26, For the great Deſign of God in this Covenant at firſt, (as 


. appears by the fir{t Call that was given him, Ger. 12, 1.) was to ſe- 


parate him and his Family and Seed, fromthe reſt of the Nations, 
which were fallen into the vileſt Idolatry, and to preſerve Religion 
and the Worſhip of the' true-God in his Family. And the Promiſe 
of the /eſſiab, in whom the Covenant is founded, had this Deſign 
init; Zrke 1..72,73, 744 75. The Oath that he ſware to our Father 
Abraham, that he would grant unto wi, that we being delivered ont of 


-the Hands of our Enemies, might ſerve him without Fear, in Holineſs 


and Righteouſneſs before him all the Days of our Life. So that the Co- 
venant with Abraham was a Church-Covenant, and contained in if 


all the Terms and Deſign that belonged to ſuch a Covenant, and _ 


was made withall the Family of Abraham. in which his Infant-ſeed 
was alſo comprehended, and were .to partake of the Promiſes and 
Privileges that appextained to- it : It. belonged to all his Family in 
the external Diſpenſation of it ; and none were excluded from the 
Benefits of it, that did not exclude themſelves by their own actual 
Unbelief and Diſobedience to the Terms of it. And Circumciſion 
was a Seal of it to all with whom it was made, as the viſible Church 
of God, and to the-Infant-ſeed- of: Abrabarn, as Parts or Members 
thereof. For Sacraments or Signs are not appointed to the Church 
Inviſible, (for who ſhall judg then to whom they. are to be admint- 
ſtred ?)) but to the Church -as Viſible. Fhus having cleared up the 
Nature of the Abrahamical Covenant which God made with him and 
his Seed, even in their Infant-ſtate, I ſhall .now go forward, and 
ſhall obſerve how God hath ſhewn the fame gracious Reſpects to In- 
Rants, tn the Progreſs of his Diſpenſations towards the Jewth 
eople. | | WS; 

And thus we find afterwards, that the whole Body of the __ 
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People in Facobs Line, amongſt whom Children alſo were contain- 
ed, are collectively ſtiled by God himſelf bis Son; Exod. 4. 22,23, 
Say unto Pharaoh, Thw ſaith the Lord, Iſracl is my Son, even my Firſt. 
born: And I ſay unto thee, Let. my Son go, that he may ſerve me, 
Thus God ſpeaks of them before they were formed into a Political 
Commonwealth, only becauſe he had choſen and called them out of 
the Nations, to be a peculiar People to himſelf; And in this Ap- 
pellation their little ones were comprehended, as appears, becauſe 
they were of the Number of thoſe that were to go alſo : For Pha- 
raog would have let the Men cf 7/-ael go, but not their little ones, 
Exod.10.10. But we will go, ſaith Moſes, with our Young and with 
onr Old,, ver. 9. $So that the whole Body of 1/rael, including little 
ones 11ſd, was God's Sor ;, for God had choſen and called all the Seed 
of 1/racl to be his Covenant-People. | 
And therefore thus alſo ſes afterwards enters- and engages all 
into Covenant with God, one as well as another, taking in the /ir- 
tle ones likewiſe : Dent. 29. 10, 11, 12,13. Te ſtand this Day all of 
you before the Lord your God, your Captains of your Tribes, your Elders, 
and your Officers, with all the en of Iſrael ; your little ones, your Wives, 
and the Stranger that is in thy Camp, from the Hener of thy Wood to the 
Drawer of thy Water, that thou ſbouldt enter into Covenant with the 
Lord thy God, and inio his Oath, which the Lord thy God maketh with 
thee this Day, thathe may eſtabliſh thee to Day for a People unto himſelf, 
and that he may be -unto thee a God, as he hath ſaid unto thee, and at he 
bath ſworn unto thy Fathers, to Abraham, to Iſaac, and to J:coh. So 
that this was but the renewing of the Abrahamical Covenant with 
the People, as appears by the latter Clauſe of it running in the 
ſame Terms, for the Accompliſhment of the Promiſe and Oath 


made to Abraham and his Seed. And in the next Chapter the Grace peut.zc.« 


ſignified by Circumciſion,is there promiſed to Parents and Children, 
to enable them to perform the Terms of it : And it being promiſed 
to both, it imports that the Covenant,: which Circumcifion ſe2Jed, 
belongs to both : For the Lord thy God will circumciſe thine Heart,” 2n4 
the Heart of thy Seed, | | 

And after this again, even when the People were fallen off alſo 
to the Worſhip of other Gods, yet retaiaing ſtill th? Acknowledg- 
ment of. the God of 1/7.zel, (though they joined others with hin) 
God challengeth and owns their Children for his ; Ezek, 16. 20, 215 
Thou ha#t taken thy Sons and thy Danghters, whom thou ha#t born unto 
me, and theſe haft thou ſacrifi:ed © thou haſt flain my Children, and de- 


l them, to cauſe them ts vaſs through the Fire. 
ivered them, : ſe vaſs ou 1, Rs 
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Now it was upon this Account, viz. by virtue of God's chooſing 
and calling the Seed of Abraharn, and ſeparating them from the reſt 
of- the World to the Knowledg and Worſhip of the true God, that 
they were ſtiled his peculiar People and Children, and not upon a mere 
Political Account, or upon the Account of other carnal and tem- 
poral ReſpeCts : For in this manner we find Moſes ſpeaking to them , 
Deut 14- 1, 2. Te are the Children of the Lord your God, and there- 
fore are not to follow or comport with the Cuſtoms and- Prattices 
of the Heathen : For thou art an holy People unto the Lord thy God; and 
the' Lord hath choſen thee to be a peculiar People to himſelf, above allthe 
Ngtions that are upon the Earth, And ſo chap. 7. 6. For thou art an 
holy People unto the Lord thy God ; the Lord thy God .hath choſen thee to 
be a ſpecial People unto bimſelf,, above all the People that are upon the Face 
of the Earth. Which are the Appellations that are likewiſe given to 
the Members of the Chriſtian Church in the New-Teſtament-Times 
by the Apoſtle, 1 Pet. 2. 9. Ye are a choſen Generation, 'a "Royal Prieſt- 
hood, an holy Natson, a peculiar People, that ye ſhould ſhew forth the 
Praiſes of him who hath called you out of Darkneſs into his marvellous 
Light ; which in time paſt were not a People, but are now the People of 
Ged. So that theſe Titles being given to the Jews, import their 
like Covenant-relation to God in a. Church-ſenſe, as they here be- 
long to Chriſtians in the ſame Senſe. 

Now the whole Body of the People of the Jews being called by 
God into this holy Covenant-relation to himſelf; are ſtiled by the 
Prophet, Iſrael hs called, Iſa. 48. 12. And as thus he choſe and 
called them, ſo he choſe their Seed after them, Deut. 4. 37. The 
great Deſign of this Election and Call of God, being to preſerve 
pure Religion among them, which was extinguiſh'd in the reſt of 
the World ; and therefore he took and adopted their Seed likewiſe 
to be as a Nurſery to the Vineyard of the Church. And therefore, 
as the Pſalmiſt ſaith, He eſtabliſhed a Teſtimony in Jacob, and appoint- 
ed a Lawin Iſrael, which he commanded our Fathers that they ſhould 
make known unto their Children: that the Generation to come might know 
them, even the Children which ſhould be born, who ſhould iſe and de- 
Clare them: to their Children. According to Dent. 4. 9. and chap: 6. 7. 
the great Care and Deſign of God being to raiſe up an holy Peo- 
Ple to himſelf among the Nations, to preſerve the true Religion in 
the World 3 and-it being of great Import to this, to have Children 
and little ones well educated and brought up in the Belief, and 
Owning, and Worſhip of the true God, he therefore ordered them 
a yilible Admilſion, or Partnerſhip, and Memberſhip in his _— 
taat 
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that they might be alſo owned and received as his People and Children, 
that their Parents and Guardians might be obliged to take the more Care 
of their Education for the promoting the great End of the Covenant. 
Thus-the Adoption, and the Promiſes, as the Apoſtle tells us, pertained 
to all Iſrael, amongſt whom the young Children alſo were included, they 
being all God®s Choſen and Called, and ſo continued till they were re- 
jected and cut off, through their own actual Apoſtacy and Rebettton a- 
gainſt God 3. and-then they were diſcovenanted, both they and the Chil- 
dren of thoſe that were guilty of this Apoſtacy. But for athers that-con- 
tinue ſtill in a profe(9d Adheſion to God, and perfiti in the Profeſſion of 
the true Religion, this their Church-flate, -and Covenant-relation to 
God,. as his peculiar People, is continued ftill, both to them and their 
Sced, and was never taken off from either unto this Day : Which is the 
ſecond thing Iam now to come to ſhew, 

2. Ifay, that this Adoption of the Infants or young Children of his: 
Covenant-People,. into this near Relation to himſelf, as the Children of 
God, and ſo their Partnerſhip or Memberſhip- in the viſible Church of 
God, was never aboliſh'd or taken away by God, but is ſtill continued, 
and rather confirmed. | 

For how indeed can it be imagined'or ſuppoſed, that now in the Go-- 
ſpel- Adminiſtration, which is an Adminiſtration wherein there is a greater 
Extenfiveneſs and Enlargement of God's gracious Reſpe& to the World, 
in reſpe& of ſpiritual Privileges and Mercies, than there was before, that 
his Goodneſs and gracious Reſpect ſhould be more reſtrained, in reference 
to Infants and young Children, than it was formerly ? For the Infants of 
Jews and Proſclytes formerly.were taken into the Number of God's Co- 
venant-People and Children, and had the Seal of the Covenant applied 
to them for the Contirmation thereof. And if this Privilege and Bene- 
fit ſhould be now taken away, their Condition after Chritt would be 
worlſe than before, and they ſhould be Loſers' by .the World's becoming 
Chriſtian, "This one would think none ſhould ever imagine. Neither, 
when we ſpeak thus, do we complain againſt God, ' but againſt them, 
who would exclude whom the Lord hath not excluded, 

For we do not find er God hath repented of any Grace or Fa- 
your, that he hath ſkewed to the little ones of: his Covenant-People, in 
reſpe& of their bei reckoned of his Church. But in thoſe Pro- 
phecies which we find in the Old Teſtament concerning the future Diſco- 
veries and Declarations of his Favour, we find that there was the ſame 

-Grace and Kindneſs foretold'and intended to be ſhewn- to the Children 
as to the Parents. So that in this manner the Church ſhould be propa- 


gated from Parents to Children, and fo the true Religion preſerved in this 
| | hh Wway- 


. n wa 
as 4 = = - 


” — —w_t ns 
_ IE Inner yy” PU 
o * bo 
OI re fee ner WY ran TIT I TOE PII 


= 


"— Brief Defence 


- ways as the moſt proper means for it, Thus in that Prophecy which 


hath relation to the Calling of the Jews in Goſpel-times, as appears by 
the Apoſtle's quoting ſome. part of it to that purpoſe, Rom. 11. 26, viz, 
Ifa. 59: 20. .As for me, this 1s my Covenant, : ſaith the Lord; My Spirit 
that ts upon thee, and my Words which I have put in thy Mouth,. ſhall 
not depart out of thy Month, ,nor out of the Mouth. of thy Secd, nor out of 
the Month of thy Seeds S eed, ſaith the Lord, from henceforth and for ever. 
And ſo inlike manner it is a Prophecy of Goipel- times 1/a. 44. 3. 1 
will pour Water wpon him that u thirſty, and Flooas upon the dry Ground © 
T will pour my Spirit upon thy Seed, and my Bleſſing upon thy Offipring : 
And they ſhall ſpring up as among the Grafs, as Willows by the W ater- 
Ceurſes, And _Ezek. 47.22. The Tenour and Intendment of God's 
Favour to little ones is always the ſame as it ever was, in reference to 
their being of his Church and People ; nor is there the leaſt Indication of 
any Deſign of the Diffolution or Alteration thereof. 

For firſt, for clearing of this Matter, let- us conſider, that when God 
firſt ſhewed this Reſpe& to Abraham and his Intant-ſ{eed, to take them 
near to himſelf as his peculiar People, God?s Ele&ion and Call of them 
to this peculiar Covenant-relation to himſelf, as his Children and People, 
and ſo his giving them a Partnerſhip or Memberſhip inthe. Abrahamical 
Church, was not with Reſpe& merely to their Proceeding by natural Ge- 
neration from Abraham, but from Abraham as a Believer and Worthip- 
per of the true God; there being a fair Proſpe& upon this Account, . that 
Abraham would take care to train them up and educate them in the true 
Religion. Whereas the Children of Heathens, where there was no ſuch 
Proſpe&, had no ſuch regard ſhewn them. by God, This ſeems to be 
much upon God's Heart, as we may expreſs it, in his treating with A- 
brabam, and giving of him thoſe .great Promiſes, .Gez. 18, 19, For I 
know him, that he will command hi Children and his Houſhold after him ; 
and they ſhall keep the way of the Lord, to do Fuſtice and Judgment, that 
the Lord may bring upon Abraham that which he bath. ſpoken of him. It 
was with Abraham, as a Believer and true Worſhipper of God. that God 
treated and made this Covenant, and ſo took his Children alſo into that 
near Relation to himſelf,- when the Children of the Heathen were neg- 
lected, as their Fathers were,. And fo this Blelling, in like manner, was 
to be continued to his Children and Poſterity, to lucceſlive Generations, 
as Believers, or Children of Abraham's Faiti, fiill continuing to believe 
in, 'and worſhip the God of Abraham. In this Reſpe&t God promiſed 
to be their God, and the God of their Seed, upon condition that they 


| Keep his Covenant and his Statutes, Bur” if they refii{ed to do ſo; they 
were to be cut off, and to have no Part or Inheritance in God or the 
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Bleſſings of his Covenant, neither they nor their Seed. But on the other 
fide, they that were -not of the natural Seed of Abraham, but were 
bought with his Money, or were born of Gentile Parents, in his Houle, 
they being brought into this near Capacity to be inſtructed and brought 
up in the true Religion, were likewiſe to ſhare in this Covenant, and to 


partake of the ſame ſpiritual Privileges with the natural Seed of Abraham, 


and were to be reckoned and numbred with them as the People and Chil- 
dren of God and God promiſed to be their God likewiſe, as well as of 
Abraham's natural Seed. And fo allo afterwards, all thoſe Gentiles that 
were at any time profelyted and brought over to the Faith and Religion 
of Abraham, were with their Children admitted to the ſame Privileges. 
So that it appears, that it was with Abraham only as the Father of the 
Faithful, and conſequently with all thoſe that are the Children of the 
Faith of Abraham was this Covenant made, that God would be their 
God, and the God of their Seed, though they are not Abraham's Chil- 
dren or Seed according to the Fleſh by natural Generation. The Cove- 
nant was made with Abraham and all his ſpiritual Seed, and not with 


his Seed meerly according to the Fleſh, 


The Apoile hath cleared this to us, Ros. 9. 6, 7, 8. Not as though 
the Word or Promiſe of God hath take none effe&, becauſe he will reject 
and caſt off thoſe that were deſcended of Abraham for their Unbelicf 
and rejecting the Goſpel, to whom you think that the Promiſes were 
made : For they are not all the true Iſrael of God, to whom the Promiſe 
belongs, which are deſcended of Iirael ; neither becauſe they are the Seed 
of Abraham by natural Generation only, are they all Children of God's 
Covenant : but in Iſrael ſhall thy Seed be called and choſen, to'whom the 
Covenant and Promiſes ſhall belong. That is3 All they which are the 
Children of the Fleth, as proceeding from Abraham only by natural Ge- 
neration, theſe, meerly 'as ſuch, are not the Children of God that he 
reckons amonegſt his Covenant-People, but the Children of- the Promile 
only, as Iſaac was, (that is, that are Abraham's ſpiritual Seed) are ac- 
counted for the Seed-that God took into that near Covenant-relation to 
himſelf; and theſe he will own. ſtill in the ſame Capacity as ever, both 
they and their Seed. And therefore the Covenant of God to Abraham 
and his Seed, ſtands firm againft all the vain Objections of the unbtlie- 
ving Jews: From this Diſcourſe of tne Apoſile then it followeth, that 
it was not with the Nation of the Fews only, as being that natural Seed 
of Abrahar, that the Covenant was made, and that the Adoption did 
belong to them and to their Seed 3 but it was, and is a Benefit belonging 
to all Believers, as the Children of Abraham's Faith, that did or ever 
ſhould join themſelves to the People of the God of Abraham. All fuch 
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are ſti! an holy and peculiar People to God, both they and their Seed, 
till they cut themſelves off by their own aQual Rebellion and Apoſtacy, as 
the-Jews did in our Saviour's and the Apoſiles times, by their not re- 
ceiving him that was ſent of God. . The ſame ſpiritual Priviteges do be- 
long to all believing Parents, and to their Seed and Family, or thoſe 
they become Guardians or Tutors to, to bring them up in the true Reli- 
210n, now in the Goſpel-Miniſtration, as did belong to the Children and 
Family of Jewiſh Believers formerly, = 
This appears yet further by the Apoſile*s Diſcourſe, - As 2. 39, For 
Conpare the Promiſe, - or Covenant (for theſe are Terms that do mutually infer 
AQs 3. 25, each other) # unto you and to your Children, upon your Faith; and alſo to 
Gal. 3.16, all the Gentiles that are afar eff : Yet even as many as the Lord our God 


I7,18,29. < : | mg a6 : 
Nom42s fhall call, tothe receiving and owning of the fame Faith, and fo confe- 


Heb, < 17, quently to their Children and Seed alſo, as well as unto your ſelves. 


Here the old Grant to them and to their Seed is declared to be continued, 
andfo by Conſequence to the Offspring of all thoſe that ſhould hereafter 
believe. | . | 
© But this Matter may be rendred yet more clear from ſeveral Paſſages 
in the Apoſtle*s Diſcourſe in Rom. 11. for it appears there by the Apoſile, 
that the Jewiſh and Chriſtian Church are radically and fundamentally the 
fame Church; the ſame Stock and Root ; and the ſame Terms and Con- 


ditions of Church-memberſhip or Diſcharching do belong.to both. Nor 


is the Chriſtian Church any new Conſtitution diſtin from the Jewiſh, 
nor is the way of Church-memberſhip in it any other now than what 
3 Was before. The Laws are indeed altered in many things, but in this 
Matter there is no Alteration, there- is the ſame Covenant, and the fame 
Church, and the Church is ill conſtituted of ' Abraham's ſpiritual Seed, 
a5 it was before z {o that the ſame Church-members alſo keep their Place 
in it as there did then. And-conſequently. as Infants, or little Children 
of Believers, were Members of it before' their Parents became Chriſtian ; 
ſo they continue to be ſtill after they became. fo : And fo the Children of 
all Gentile Believers for the future. For conſider, ver. 17. the believing 
Gentiles are but grafted in amongſt them, :and with them: partake of the 
ſame ſpiritual Privileges : and ver. 20. -it is becauſe of Unbelzef, that 
any of the Branches are broken off : and they that believe are always in it. 
So that the Church is the fame, and till remains without any Difcontinu. 
ance or Diſſclution of it, only Unbelievers are broken off from it, and 
others that believe are grafted in their room. It is the ſame Olave-tree, 
or the fame Church ill, but ſome of the Branches are broken off, {c. the 
unbelieving Jews ; and. others, -tbat is, believing Gentiles, are grafted 


in: And noneare ſhut out but only through Unbelict. They that believe. 
COn- 
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continue ſtill of it and ſo allo their Children, in the ſame manner as before, 
they having no Unbelief of their own, by which they ſhould be broken of, 
nor yet any imputed to them from their Parerits, they being Believers. And 
ver. 2g. For the Gifts and Calling of God ai's without Repentance, He will 
never repent of any Favour that he hath ever by Promiſe conferred upon any 
of Abraham's ſpiritual Seed, or their Children. So that when thoſe Jews 
that are now Unbelievers, and fo caft out and broken off from the pokes 
ſhall at length be brought to believe, they ſhall then partake of the ſame Pri- 
vileges and Benefits as they have ever done that continued in -it, and as they 
ſhould have done if they had fo continued, and fo alſo their Children : For 
ver. 16. If the firſt Fruits be boly, the Lump us alſo holy ; and if the Root be 
boly, ſo are the Branches. Where the Parents are in Covenant, or Church- 
Members, fo are the Children, till they fall off through their own Unbelief. 
So that here is no Alteration, diminiſhing or repealing .of any Church-privi. 
lege or Promite that ever did belong to the rightful Subjects of it. 
And this is further clear from the Apoſtle, Rom, 15.8, 9. Now [ fay, that 
eſa Chriſt was a Miniſter of the Circumciſion for the Truth of God, to con- 
rm the Promiſes made unto the Fathers, and not to leſſen otaboliſh chew - 
And fo alſo a Saviour, through his Mercy to the Gentiles, that the Gentiles 
might glorify God alſo for his Mercy, becauſe partaking of the ſame Benefits 
and Privileges that were confirmed unto the an So that, as the Apoſtle 
faith, Eph. 2, 12,13. they that were Aliens from the ſpiritual Commonwealth 
of Iſrael, and Strangers from the Covenants of Promiſe, and were ſometinre 
afar off, are now in Chriſt Feſus made nigh. And Eph. 3. 6. the Gentiles are 
now Felow-heirs, and of the ſame Body with the believing Jews, and Partakers 
with them of God's Promiſe in Chriſt by the Goſpel. - So that belonging to 
the fame Church, and partaking of the ſame ſpiritual Promiſes and Privileges, 
thoſe that did belong to the Jews, and the Jewiſh Church and their Seed = 
merly, do likewiſe belong to Chriſtian Believers now, -and ſoin the ſame Ex- 
tent and Latitude to their Children alſo, there being no Alteration made in 
that reſpe& more than in any other, As the ſpiritual Seed of Abraham were 
ever holy, and God's Covenant-People, ſo were their Children 3 and it is 
now till with Gentile Believers and their Seed. 

To this purpoſe ſpeaks the Apolile concerning the Seed of Gentile Belie- 
vers, even where but one of che Parents are ſuch; 1 Cor. 7. 14. For the 
unbelieving Huiband is ſantiified by, os to the Wife 3 and the unhelieving Wife 
# ſanttified by, or to the Husband that believes, to the holy Uſe of ſuch an one 
in the Sight of God, (for to the Pure all things are pure) elſe were your Chil- 
dren coramon or unclean, as the reſt of the World are now in their Heatheniſm, 
to whom therefore God hath no Regard as to his Children; but now are they ho- 


ly relatively, and of a Religious Conſideration before God, as ſeparated and de- 
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are ſtill an holy and peculiar People to God, both they and their Seed, 
till they cut themſelves Off by their own aQtual Rebellion and Apoſtacy, as 


the;Jews did in our Saviour's and the Apoſiles times, by their not re-. 
ceiving him that was ſent of God. The ſame ſpiritual Privileges do be-- 


long to all believing Parents, and to their Seed and Family, or thoſe 
they become Guardians or Tutors to, to bring them up in the true Reli- 
210n, now in the Gofpel-Miniſtration, as did belong to the Children and 

Family of Jewiſh Believers formerly, | | 
This appears yet further by the Apoſile?s Diſcourſe, - As 2. 39, For 
Compare the Promiſe, or Covenant (for theſe are Terms that do mutually infer 
AQs 3. 25. each other) # unto you and to your Children, upon your Faith 3-.and alſo to 
Gal. 3.16, all the Gentiles that are afar off : Tet even as many as the Lord our God 
<cry-3 ſhall call, to the receiving and owning of the ſame Faith, and fo confe- 
Heb, oT 7. quently to their Children and Seed alſo, as well as unto your ſelves. 
Here the old Grant to them and to their Seed is declared to be continued, 
andfo by Conſequence to the Offspring of all thoſe that ſhould hereafter 

believe. 

* But this Matter may be rendred yet more clear from ſeveral Paſſages 
in the Apoſtles Diſcourſe in Rom. 1 1. for it appears there by the Apoſile, 
that the Jewiſh and Chriſtian Church are radically and fundamentally the 
ſame Church; the ſame Stock and Root ; and the ſame Terms and Con- 


ditions of Church-memberſhip or Diſcharching do belong, to both. Nor 


is the Chriſtian Church any new Conſtitution diſtin from the Jewiſh, 
nor is the way of Church-memberſhip in it any other now than what 
3 Was before. The Laws are indeed altered in many things, but in this 


Matter there is no Alteration, there- is the ſame Covenant, and the ſame - 


Church, and the Church is ill conſtituted of ' Abraham's ſpiritual Seed, 
| a5 it was before z ſo that the ſame Church-members alſo keep their Place 
' In ifas there did then. And: conſequently as Infants, or little Children 

of Believers, were Members of it before” their Parents became Chriſtian ; 

ſo they continue to be {till after they became. fo :* And 1o the Children of 
all Gentile Believers for the future. For conſider, 'ver. 17. the believing 

Gentiles are but grafted in amongſt them, and with them partake of the 

ſame ſpiritual Privileges : and ver. 20. -it is becauſe of Unbelzef, that 

any of the Branches are broken off + and they that believe are always in it. 

So that the Church is the fame, and fill remains without any Diſcontinu. 

ance or Diſſolution of it, only Unbelievers are broken off from it, and 

others that believe are grafted in their room. It is the ſame Olzve-tree, 
or the fame Church Qill, but ſore of the Branches are broken off, /c. the 
unbelieving Jews z and others, -tbat is, believing Gentiles, are grafted 
in: And none are ſhut out but only through Unbelief. They that believe 
con- 


od & 
TT & E- X L BD 7 oe oi OI 


eV 
NC 


of INFAnT-BaPT1sM. 
continue ſtill of 1t and ſo alſo their Children, in the ſame manner as before, 
they having no Unbelief of their own, by which they ſhould be broken- off, 
nor yet any imputed to them from their Parerits, they being Believers, And 
ver. 2g. For the Gifts and Calling of God ar: without Repentance, He will 
never repent of any Favour'that he hath ever by Promiſe conferred upon any 
of Abrahams ſpiritual Seed, or their Children. So that when thoſe Jews 
that are now Unbclievers, and fo caft out aud, broken off from the Church, 
ſhall at length be brought to believe, they ſhall then partake of the ſame Pri- 
vileges and Benefits as they have ever done that continued in -it, and as they 
ſhould have done if they had fo continued, and fo alſo their Children : For 
ver. 16, If the firſt Fruits be boly, the Lump us alſo holy, and if the Root be 
boly, ſo are the Branches. Where the Parents are in Covenant, or Church- 
Members, fo are the Children, till they fall off through theic own Unbelief. 
So that here is no Alteration, diminiſhing or repealing 'of any Church-privi. 
lege or Promile that ever did belong to the rightful Subjects of it. 

And this is further clear from the Apolile, Rom, 1 5.8, 9. Now I ſay, that 
Feſu Chriſt was a Miniſter of the Circumciſion for the Truth of God, to con- 
firm the Promiſes made unto the Fathers, and not to leſſen ox aboliſh chew - 
And fo alſo a Saviour, through his Mercy to the Gentiles, that the Gentiles 
might glorify God alſo for his Mercy, becauſe partaking of the ſame Benefits 
and Privileges that were confirmed unto the Ro So that, as the Apoſtle 
faith, Eph. 2, 12, 13. they that were Aliens from the ſpiritual Commonwealth 
of Iſrael, and Strangers from the Covenants of Promiſe, and were ſometinge 
afar off,, are now in Chriſt Feſus made nigh. And. Eph. 3. 6. the Gentiles are 
now Felow-heirs, and of the ſame Body with the believing Jews, and Partakers 
with them of God's Promiſe in Chriſt by the Goſpel. - So that belonging to 
the ſame Church, and partaking of the ſame ſpiritual Promiſes and Privileges, 
thoſe that did belong to the Jews, and the Jewiſh Church and their Seed or, 
merly, do likewiſe belong to Chriſtian Believers now, -and ſo in the ſame Ex- 
tent and Latitude to their Children alſo, there being no Alteration made in 
that reſpe& more than in any other, As the ſpiritual Seed of Abraham were 
ever holy, and God's Covenant-People, ſo were their Children 3 and it is 
now ſtill with Gentile Believers and their Secd, 

To this purpoſe ſpeaks the Apoſile concerning the Seed* of Gentile Belie- 
vers, even where but one of che Parents are ſuch; 1 Cor. 7. 14. For the 
unbelieving Huband is ſantiified by, os to the Wife ; and the unhelieving Wife 
# ſanitified by, or to the Husband that believes, to the holy Uſe of ſuch an one 
in the Sight of God, (for to the Pure all things are pure) elſe were your Chil- 
dren common or unclear, as the reſt of the World are now in their Heatheniſm, 
to whom therefore God hath no Regard as to his Children; but now are they ho- 


ly relatively, and of a Religious Conſideration before God, as ſeparated and de- 
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dicated to God, and fo are part of his Covenant-People. It is not a Matri.. 


monial Holineſs that the Apoſile intends, or that the Children of Believers are 
therefore holy, becauſe they are no Baſtards 3 for the Children of Pagans are 
as well holy in that Reſpe&, (that were born in Wedlock) though the Parents 
neither of them were Believers. So that this Interpretation would make the 
Apoſile ſpeak impertinently and untruly. It is a relative or federal Holineſs 
therefore that the Apoſtle muſt intend 3 and by this herſhews, that ſuch Chil- 
dren are of an holy Conſideration in the Sight of God, and are of the Num- 
ber of his Holy and Covenant-People. | 

So that we can no where find any Diſſolution or Diſcontinuance of the 
Church-memberſhip of Infants under the Goſpel, which they once had; but 
ic ſtill remains the ſame as ever, and is rather more confirmed: It being the 


fame Church, Covenant, * ſpiritual Privileges, and Members as ever 3 and: 


theſe ſtill keeping by the ſame Grant, the ſame Place and Randing in the 
Church as ever they did. And as this therefore was once the Privilege of In- 
fants of Abraham's ſpiritual Seed, to ftane in-an holy Relation to God, as 
his peculiar Coyenant-People and Children fo. it is ſtill. But for a further 


Confirmation and clearing of this Matter, . we may obſerve alſo from our Sa- 


viour ſome ſuch Iudications of the ſame Reſpect had to them, in chooſing, 
calling, and eſtceming;-of them as ever. . 

To this purpoſe we find,. Hark 10. 14. They brought young Children to 
bin, that be ſhould touch them, (or as St. Matthew hath it, Matth. 19. 13. 
that be ſhould put his Hands on them and pray) and bis Diſciples 'rebuked thoſe 
that bronght them : but when Feſus ſaw ty, he was much diſpleaſed, and ſaid 
unto them, Suffer the little Children to come unto me, and forbid them not, for 
of ſuch s the Kingdom þ God: And be took, them up in bis Arms, put his 
Hands upon them, and bleſſed them. . All which ſheweth Chris. good Will 
and Refpe&, and dear Aﬀedtion to: them, as Members of his Church, and 
part of his Kingdom. And which way, ſoever the Kingdom of God, or the 
Kingdom of Heaven (as St. Matthew expreſſeth it) be here taken, . which 
they are {aid to be'of, either for Heaven it ſelf, or the Church on Earth, their 
Church-memberſhip in the viſible Church will hence be concludable. For 
if it be meant of the Church on Farth, . (as,that Phraſe is often taken for that) 
then it- is the next and immediate Senſe of the Words of our Saviour, Or if 
it be to be underſtaod of Heaven. properly,.yet then it will follow from it : 
For if the Kingdom of Heaven receive them, and they have a Portion in that, 
the vilible Church on Earth then may not exclude them : For none are of the 
Kingdom of Heaven above, that are not firſt of the Church on Earth: As 2. 
47. There were daily added to the Church ſuch as ſhould be ſaved. And our 
Saviour's Reaſon here, for of ſuch is the Kingdom of Heaven, ſheweth, that 
he meant this of ſuch Infants, properly taken, and not only of Men like them 

' mn 


of INFanT-BaPrisn. 
in Humility : For that could be no Reafon why they ſhould be brought unto 
him, becauſe others that are like the in Hutnility are of the Kingdom of Hea- 
yen, unleſs they are alſo of the ſame, And his pronouncing this as a Reaſon 
why they ſhould be: brought untg him, and his imbracing them alſo in his 
Arms, and his laying his Fands upon them and bleſſing them, fheweth a 
great deal more Reſpe& to them than what was required for the healing them 
of any bodily Diſtemper ; for neither was this Reaſon, nor all that Demon- 
ſiration of Aﬀection to them needful for that + when if they had not been of 
the Kingdom of Heaven, they ſhould no doubt have been healed by him, if 
they had been brought unto him ; and when they had been brought, a Word 
or a Touch would have effected that, without ſo much imbracing, praying, 
and bleſſing them. So that what can we conclude from all this, but a more 
than ordinary Reſpe& of our Saviour to little Children, as to his Members 
and Proſelytes of his Kingdom 3 and that for this Cauſe hekindly treated them 
thus, as if on purpoſe, becauſe he foreſaw how little Regard would be had 
to them in this latter Age of the Church ? 

And thus again, Luke 9. 48. He took a Child and ſet him by him, and ſaid 
unto them, Whoſoever ſhall receive this (this individual Child) iz my Name, 
receveth me, But how can little Children be. received in Chriſt's Name, it 
they belong not viſibly to him and to his Church ? If they muſt be received in 
Chriſt's Name, ſo that whoſoever receiveth them may be faid to receive 
Chriſt, they muſt be ſpiritually-related to Chriſt, as thoſe are that are of his 
Bady, the Church. And this receiving them into the Church muſt needs be 
the moſt proper way of receiving them in Chrift's Name, as thoſe that are 
ſpiritually related to him. ; ff 

By all this that hath been ſaid we may plainly fee the like Continuance of 
God's gracious Reſpect to little ones, as ever, without the leaft Abatement 


. or Alteration thereof ſo that being once choſen and called, and eſteemed by 


God as his Children and peculiar People, as awell asany of the Adult are, and 
ſo being reckoned therefore as Members of his Church, and as having a ſhare in 
the Covenant, as others, we muſt conclude from theſe continued Indications 
of his Favour and Kindneſs to them, . that they ſtand in the fame Relation to 
him fill, and accordingly weare fo to'own and receive them. 


II. I now proceed to that which was in the ſecord Place propoſed for the 
ſirengthning of our Argument, vz. that Infants or little Children being to 
be owned and reckoned by us as the Children of God, and Members of the 
Church af Chrift, to whom the promiſed Bleſſings of the Coyenant belong, 
they are therefore to be baptized, The Rightfulneſs and Reaſonableneis of 
which Conſequence I ſhall now endeavour to make out, 


C 2-2 | T. From 


<D 


"Y 


” 2 my - 4A 2 - - X - 
< Mn eo Ae 44 Funds 


+ _ 


ur S-— a 


+ one omomg 1 


4 7 * 0 'w « 
"ne TIES ——___ A A SL ae 00 PRA — - _ CE tn 


A Brief Defence 

1+ From the Nature and Ends of Baptiſm, which is appointed by Chriſt 
to be the Ordinance of Initiation into: the viſible Church, to be the Badg and 
Character of the Children of God, and of the Members of the Church of 
Chriſt, and for a ſolemn Dedication and Engagement of them to the Service 
of God, and for the ſealing of the promiſed Bleſſings to them. Now God 
having ſhewn ſuch Reſpect to little Children, as to chooſe and call them out 
from thereſt of the World, and to take them into his own Family, and to 
reckon them amongſt his People, together 'with others that are adult, may 
we not reaſonably infer, that when there is a viſible Badg or Ceremony ap- 
Pointed by God, by which others that are called by him ſhould be known and 
diſtinguiſh'd from the other People of the World, and have the Promiſes of 
the Covenant confirmed to them, that little Children partaking, of the ſame 
Favour and Reſpect with them, ſhould have the ſame vilible Badg or Cha- 
racer likewiſe put upon them, that is. put upon the reſt of his People, that 
they may be viſibly owned and received: as his, in like manner with them ; 
and fo there may be Care taken about their Education in the true Religion, 


' and in the Knowledg and Service of that God, to whom they are ſo ſolemnly 


dedicated ? Baptiſm being a Mark or Rite appointed by God to this purpoſe, 
ſurely it is highly reaſonable that Infants ſhould be baptized as well as others, 


ſeeing they are choſen and called to this Dignity and Privilege of being the: 


Sons of God, and Members of his Church, and Partakers of the Bleſlings of 
the Covenant as well as others are. AGRA | 

Our Saviour appointed, that all- his Diſciples ſhould be baptized in his 
Name, and- thereby ſolemnly dedicated and engaged to his Service ; ar. 28. 
Go, diſciple al Nations, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, &c, Now 
to be Diſciples or Children ot God, or of the Church of Chriſt, are all 
Terms that are equivalent in Signification, or do mutually infer one another. 
And therefore by the foregoing Diſcourſe Children will come into the Num- 
ber. R . 

And when our Saviour hath appointed little Children to be brought unto 
him, and to be received in his Nate, Hatth. 19. 13, 14. How can we other- 
wiſe conclude but they ought to be baptized, when Baptiſm is a ſacred Rite 
appointed by him for ſuch a ſolemn receiving of thoſe that dobelong to him ? 

And how can we better expreſs our ſelves than in the Words of the Office 
of Baptiſm, that ſeeing our Saviour hath ſhewn fach Aﬀection to them, as 
to imbrace them in his Arms, and to lay his Hands upon them and blefs them, 
doubt ye net therefore, but earneſtly believe, that he favourably allows this cha- 
ritable Work of ours in bringing Infants to bis holy Baptiſm? And if when 
they are brought to us to this End, we ſhould refuſe to receive them, we 
might well look for his Difpleaſfure and Cenſure, as thoſe were rebuked and 
blamed by him then that would have kept them from him. ER 
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The Apoſtle argues with the Jews, to bring them to be baptized, that the 
Promiſe or Covenant did belong to them, and to their Children, and fo alſo to 
the Gentiles that were then afar off,, when they ſhould be called, and fo con- 
ſequently to their Children : As 2. 38, 39. Repent, faith he, of your cru- 
cifying the Lord of Life, which muſt needs include or ſuppoſe a precedent 
Faith in him 3 repent for Remiſſion of this and other Sins, which ſhall then 
be forgiven to you, and be baptized for the ſealing of this Remiſlion;z and 
ye ſhall partake of the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt likewiſe for the farther ſan&ify- 
ing of you, and the enabling you to perform what ye are called unto : For 
you are God's Covenant-People, to whom.the Pcomile is made, and to your 
Children likewiſe ; and believing Gentiles, when they ſhall be called into the 


Church, and their Chikdren alſo: And then they ſhall partake of your Privi. 


leges ; ſo that as you are baptized for the Sealing and Confirmation of them, 
ſo ſhall your Childrew too. This Argument to them, both with relpe& to 
themſelves and little ones, mult needs be of great Force, Repentance muſt 
£0 before in them that had thus grievoully finned before they could partake of 
the Benefits of the Covenant, or have them ſealed to them in Baptiſm ; but 
upon their Repentance and Faith the Covenant is contirmed to them, and to 
their Children likewiſe, and ſo by Baptiſm might be ſealed to them and to 
their Children alſo. | | 

- 2, The Juſtice and Reaſonableneſs of the Baptiſm of Infants upon the 
Grounds aforeſaid, may appear from the Analogy of the Adminiltration of 
Circumcifion to little Infants among the Jews (which was the firſt Token of 
the Covenant that God appointed) upon the very ſame Ground and Confide- 
ration, as may be ſeen, Gen. 17.7. I will eſtabliſh my Covenant between me 
and thee, andthy Seed after thee in their Generations, for an everlaſting Co- 
venant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy Seed after thee. And vwer.. 9, Thou 
ſhalt kgep my Covenant therefore, thou and thy Seed after thee in their Gener a- 
#30ns. + And then follows the Inſtitution of Circumciſion ; . ver. 10, I 1. 
And ye ſhall circumcife the Fleſy of your Foreskin,. and it ſhall be a Token of the 
Covenant between me and you Aud he that is exght Days old ſhall be eircum- 
Ciſed among you, Becauſe God had choſen them, and taken them into Cove- 
mant, and into-a-near Relation to himſelf, as his peculiar People, fo that. they 
were thereby ſeparated and diſiinguiſh'd from all:the reſt of the World, there- 
forehe appointed that they ſhould have Circumcifion, as a Badg and Mark of 
this Call and Diſtin&ion, and for a Seal and: Token of the Covenant between 
God and them. And when God: hath continued the ſame Refpe& and Pri- 


'vilege to ſome Children now under the Goſpel, and hath appointed the Or- 


dinance of Baptiſm to the ſame Ends and Purpoſe which all thoſe that are his 
Peophe and called Ones ſhould partake of, is it not reaſonable to infer, that 


Children- whoare called. co the fame Privileges, and have the ſame oy 
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from God, ſhould partake of Baptiſm, as the common viſivle Badg of his 
choſen and peculiar People, and as a Mark ar:d Seal of God's Covenanc now, 
as they did formerly partake of Circumciftion, which was the Token of the 
Covenant for the time' being? If Baptiſm be of the ſame Ute, and to the 
{ame purpoſe now as Circumcilion was then, is it not a reaſonable Concluafi- 
on, that Infants ſhould now partake of Baptiſm to the lame end to which tor- 
metly they did partake of Circumciſion, there bcing the tame Ground for this 
as there-wasfor that, viz, God?s Election of them into the Number of. his 
peculiar People, and his Covenant with them ? 

For the Covenant, as we have heard, is the ſame for Subſtance, both then 
and now 3 -and there are the ſame Parties in the Covenant now as there were 
then, as hath been proved likewiſe ; and Baptiſm is the Seal of that Covenant 
now which Circumciſion was a Seal of then ; and the Church is radically and 
fundamentally the fame both then and now and Gircumcition then, and 
Baptiſm now, the Sacraments of Initiation into it. And' what though the 
Token be changed, as long as the Covenant, Church, Church-members and 
Parties in itare the ſame, and little Children are of the Number, it is realo- 
nable ſure that they ſhould partake of that Mark and Token now, which is 
for Initiation into the viſible Church, and for Contirmation of the Covenant, 
as they did of that which was then ſo for the time being ; and ſo, that gow 
Children ſhould be baptized, as then they were circumciſed, there being the 
{ame Ground and Reaſon for the Adminiſtration of either of the Signs, viz, 
their being alike Church-members, and Parties in the ſame Covenant. 

The Apoſtle tells us, that Circumciſion was a Seal on Gad's Part of fpiri- 
tual Benefits to Abraham, and ſo conſequently to all Believers then 3 Roms, 4. 
Ii. Andhe received the Sifu of Cirenmcifion, a Seal of the Righteouſneſs of 
the Faith, which he had being yet untireumciſed 3 that he might be the Father 
of all them that believe, thongh they'be" not circamciſed, that Righteouſueſs 
might be imputed to them alſo, Jatt as Baptiſm 'is now of the Remitlion of 
Sin, and the taking off the Guilt of Death which cleaved to it, and ſo of 
Juſtification, whictiis the fame in other- Terms with that Righteouſneſs of 
Faith then imputed to Abraharm. T3 TR 

*And fo Circumcition was a Sign, on the Part of Abraham and his Seq, 
of their Covenanting and Obligation to be the Lords, and to labour after 
the Circumcition of the Heart, as Baptiſm is' now a'Mark or Seal of Obliga- 
tion to the Service of Chriſt. Hence Moſes exhorts the People, Dewt.10.16. 
Circumciſe the Foreskin of your Hearts, and be no more Aiſrecked ; as being 
that which was ſignified by the outward - Circumcition. ' Andſo the Prophet 
Feremy, in like manner; chap. 4. 4. Circumciſe your felves to the” Lord, and 
take away the Foreskins of yor:r Hearts : This being that it ſeems, which the 
Circumciſion in the Flefh obliged them to. | And tor this -God's Afliſiance 15 


pro- 
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promiſed them in the ſame Form of Words ; Deut. 30. 6. -The Lord thy-God 
will circumciſe thy Heart, and the Heart of thy Seed, 'to love the Lord thy 
God, &c, So that Circumcition then was for circumciting them to the Lord, 
. thatis, for the Dedication of them to his Service, as their God : Juſt as Bap- 
tiſm is now, for the like ſolemn Dedication and Conſecration of them: to the 
Service of Chriſt, and to depart from all the Filthineſs of Sin, and a Sign of 
Obligation and Engagement of Chriſtians to the ſame, Yea the Apolile 
ſhews, that as the chief thing in Baptiſm now is not the putting away the 
Filth of the Fleſh, but the waſhing of Regeneration, which is lignified there- 


by 3 ſo the Circumciſion of the Heart was the principal thing intended in 


Circumcifion, without which that in the outward Ceremony was of no Va- 
lue ; Rom. 2. 28. For he # not. a Few, that God will accept as the Seed of 


believing Abrabam, which is one outwardly only in the Ceremony 3 neither ts 


that the acceptable Circumciſion which is outward in the Fleſh ;, but he is a Few, 
accepted by God as his Peculiar, which i ont inwardly : and Circumciſion t; 
that of the Heart in the Spirit, and not in the Letter, whoſe Praiſe is not of 
Men, but of God, who earcheth the Heart. | 

In a word, the Apoſtle intimates to us elſewhere, that: Baptiſm is now-in 
all theſe Reſpect of the ſarne Ul and Significancy with Circumciſion then 3 
ſo.that what Circumcifion was then, Baptiſm is now 3 and there is no need of 
Circumcifion now to theſe Ends, becauſe Baptiſm doth fully ſerve to the ſame 
Ends, and therefore is enough without Circumciſion, This is the Apoſile?s 
Argument Col. 2, 10, 11, 12. Ye are compleat in him, that is, Chriſt: Tr 
whom alſo ye are circamciſed with the Circumciſion made without Hanas, it, 
putting off the Body of the Sins of the Fleſh, by the Circumciſion of Chriſt 3 
and have the outward Seal thereof too in Baptiſm, ' being buried with. him it; 
Baptiſm. So that youu have no need now-of the literal Circumcifion, having 
both the.inward Grace of it by Chriſt, and the outward Seal of it likewiſe in 
Baptiſm, as ye-had before in the literal Circamcifion. And: therefore here- 
upon the believing Jews might well be ſatisfied with the Aboliſhment of Cir- 
cumciſion, when Baptiſm ſerved to the ſame Ends and Purpoſes. And it is no 


- wonder therefore that the Jewiſh Believers that had a right Underſtanding of | 


things, acquieſced in having the Ordinance of Baptiſm to the ſame Ute as 
Circumciſion was3 and fo that they made no Debate nor Quarrel about the. 


want of aff outward Sign to their Seed, becauſe they took Baptiſm to be. of : 


that Uſe that Circumciſion was before, which their Children likewiſe. might 
to the fame purpoſe partake of, Whereas when Circumciſion was aboliſh'd, 
which they were ſofond of, becauſe it was the Token of the Covenant be- 
tween God and them, if Baptiſm had not come in its ſtead to the ſame pur- 


poſe, it would have been a wonder if we ſhould not have heard of many Heats 
about the Loſs of it, And theſe things being thus ſtated, ſure Infants can-be. 
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no more uncapable of Baptiſm now thari they were of Circumcition formerly, 
but will have a juſt and reaſonable Right to it, 

I acknowledg yet that there were ſome Ends in the Appointment and Ad- 
miniſtration of Circumcition then, which are not common to Baptiſm now, 
wiz. in reſpe& of the Meſſiah, who was promiſed and foreſhewn thereby to 
come into the World by Generation : And fo that was a Mark made upon 
that Part of the Body which is inſervient to Generation and to that end was 
put upon that People, of whom the Meſlias was to be born, to keep them as 
a ſeparate People from all other Nations, that the Pedigree of the Meſliah 
might be the more diltin&ly and ſecurely pxeſerved. And this end of Cir- 
cumciſion ceaſing when the Meſſiah appeared, therefore in that Reſpe@ it ex- 
pired of it ſelf. But yet neither of theſe, nor both together, were the chief 
or only Ends of Circumciſion, as is clear from what hath been diſcours'd ; 
but we ſee likewiſe, it had a ſpiritual Signiticancy and Deſign to other Pur- 
poſes ; and in theſe Reſpects was of the ſame. Ule then, as Baptiſm is now 
and ſo they both have the ſame Subjects, viz. Infants as well as growu Per. 
ſons. And we are informed, that that was aboliſh'd becauſe of the Burden- 
ſomneſs of it, As 15. 10, And Baptiſm now ſucceeds in the room, as anew 
Inſtitution to the fathe ſpiritual Ends, and as a more gentle Adminiſtration, 
which would be leſs offenſive and froubleſom to the Gentile World than tht 
was or would have been. TIE . 

And as for the Apoſile's Diſputes again Circumciſion, it was in the Senſe 
that the Jews took it, as Circumciſion in the Letter only, and as a Part of the 
Political Law of Moſes, . into which it was afterward incorporated, and from 
the keeping of which they expected to be juſtified before God, and that with 
reſpe& chiefly to its outward Performances. Again this Senſe and Abule of 
it the Apoſile diſcourſeth, not as it was a Sign or Token of the Abrahamical 
Covenant, and as it was in its true End a Seal of the Goſpel-Promiles con- 
tained in it. So that the Apoſile's Diſpute againſt it in thecorrupt Jewiſh Senſe, 
doth no way enervate or invalidate that which we have faid concerning the 
true End and principal Deſign of it. And thierefore it no way deſtroyeth the 
Parallel or Analogy between Baptiſm and that, in Reſpects of the Ends men- 
tioned. 

As for that Objection which ſome have made againſt the Uſefulneſs of Bap- 
tiſm, in compariſon of Circumcition, to Children, becauſe Baptiſm is but a 
tranſient Sign,and leaves no fignificant Imprefhon behind it, to inſtruct Perſons 
what was done to them in their Infancy. whereas Circumciſion is an abiding 
Character in their Fleſh, which they themſelves may. take notice of 7 au- 
ſwer, that in Reſpect of the Significancy of either it is all onez for Children 
did no more underſiand at that Age what was done to them, or why, than 

Infants donow : And when they come of Age, they could not know how 
| that 
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that Mark <ame, or what that was intended for, but by the Inſtruction of 


others, whom they maſt be beholden to to know the meaning of it. And 

ſo Children may know now as welLby the Information of others; and by the 
Practice thereof that they ſee in the Church, both that they were baptized, 
though they perceive no Mark of it remaining ; and alia-the End that they 
were:baptized for. And therefore where is the Difference'? | 

As for the Objection, that Males only were ordered by God to bear the 
Token of the Covenant then} it doth not therefore follow by this Analogy, 
that they. only ſhould bear it now, becauſe now there was no.ſuch Reſtraint 
laid upon the Adminiſtration, but it was to belong to both Males and Fe. 
males 3 and yet the Analogy in other Reſpects holds good. | 
3. That Infants being now, as well as formerly, owned and called by God 

into a near Relation to himſelf, as his Children; and Members of his Church, 

ſhould therefore be baptized, may be argued from this, that we read of thoſe 

that were baptized upon this very Ground or Conſideration, viz. of their be- 

ing choſen and called by God to be his People and Children, and of the 

Church of Chriſt, and partaking of his ſpiritual Gifts and Bleſlings. So that 

if little Children do appear to be as much reſpeRed and called by him to the 
ſame Privileges as thoſe grown Perſons that were ſo, and thereupon were bap- 
tized : then little Children, for- the ſame Reaſon, ought to be baptized alto, 
there being the very ſame Reaſon and Ground for Baptiſm in them as there 
was in grown Perſons, 

Now, I fay, -we ſhall find, that the Reaſon and Ground upon which the 
Apoſiles did adminiſter Baptiſm to grown Perlons, was the Evidence they had 
of their being taken and brought by God into the Number of his own pecu- 
liar Covenant-People and Children, and fo partaking of his. Bleffings : For 
whenſoever they perceived any the leaſt Token or Evidence of this, they. pre- 
ſently adminiſired Baptiſm to them,-as it were for a viſible Enrollment and Ad- 
mittance of them, being ſo owned by God, into the Number of his Pcople, 
and to have a Partnerſhip in his viſible Church, 

Thus when the Holy Ghoſt was poured in an extraordinary manner upon 
Cornelius and his Company, this being a Token of God?s having alike Re- 
ſpect to them, as to the believing Jews 3 Atts 10. 46. Then anſwered Peter, 
Can any one forbid Water, that theſe ſhould not be baptized, which have re- 
ceived the Holy Ghoſt, as well as we ? By this he perceived, that he was not to 
look upon them any longer common or unclean, as others were that God had 

not ſhewn ſuch a diſtinguiſhing Reſpe& unto 3 and therefore he thought Bap- 
tiſm could not be denied unto them, whom he faw that God had by this Mark 
ſeparated and ſet apart for himſelf, And in his Apology which he makes for 
himſelf about that Matter, he expreſſeth it in more general Terms, chap. 1 1. 


7, Foraſmuch as God hath given them 5 like Gift, as he did unto 1s, = 
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believed 'on the. Lord Feſms Chrift, what was T that I could withſtand God ? 
Intimating to us, that they partaking of the ſame diſtinguiſhing Gift of God 
as others did, whereby God's fingular Reſpect to them did appear, that they 
ſhould partake of the ſame Ordinance of Baptiſm likewiſe with them 3 with- 
out requiring of thein any further Confeſſion of their Faith in Chriſt, that 
being it ſelf a ſufficient Evidence, that God had choſen them into the Num- 
ber of his People ; and therefore it was reaſonably concluded, without any 
more. ado, that they alſo ſhould partake of the fame Badg and Seal with 
them. ' And yet the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, which was then poured on 
them, viſibly conſitied but in' ſome extraordinary Endowments ot {peaking 
with Tongues, and thereby magnifying God, which the Apoſile acqui- 
eſced in as an Evidence of God's diftinguithing Reſpect to them. - Now tor- 
aſmuch as it alſo appears, though by other Evidence, as hath been ſhewn, that 
little Children in like manner owned and reſpected by God, as it appears that 
theſe were by this that was extraordinary 3 How can any Man then forbid 
Water, that they ſhould not be baptized ? For ſeeing God hath given them 
the like Gift, as he did unto them who believe in the Lord Jeſus Chrift, what 
are we that we ſhould withſtand God ? If the Evidence of their Sonſhip and 
Relation to God be as certain and firm, though not in the ſame way, why 
ſhould they not then likewiſe be baptized for the like Reaſon ? 

For the Gift of the Spirit it ſelf was for their Admiſſion or Entrance into 
the Body or Church of Chriſt, as the Apoſtle ſheweth 3 '1 Cor. 12. 13. For 
by one Spirit we ave all baptized into one Bady. And this being a Means and 
Evidence of their Admiffion into this Body, to this therefore the Baptiſm 
with Water was annex'd, as the vifible Token or . Ceremony thereof on the 
Churches Part. Now foraſmuch as it appears, that Children are likewiſe of 
the Body of Chriſt, there is the ſame Reaſon that they ſhould be baptized as 
well as thoſe that were ſo, who, were by the Spirit baptized into this Body. 


For it appedts likewiſe by the Apofile elſewhere, that Baptiſm doth belong 


in common to all thoſe that are of Chriſt's Body, and upon that very Account 
of their being ſo : ſo that as it doth belong to others that are of this Body, fo 
likewiſe it doth to Infants, as being of the ſame Body; Eph. 4. 4. For there 
z3-0ne Body, the one holy Catholick Church of Chrift 5 one Spirit, that by 
his Gifts and Graces moves, quickens and rules it ; oze heavenly Inheritance, 
to the Hope of which they are called that are of this Body 3 one Lord that 
governs it-z oe Doftrine of Faith for the Rule of it 3 one Baptiſm for a {a- 
cramental Admiſſion into it; one God and Father of all, who owns and re- 
ceives the Members thereof as his Children. So that all that are of. the Bo- 
dy of Chriſt (as Children are) are to be baptized, that they may be owned 
to be of the Number, and may be diſtinguiſh'd from all others that are not. 
So that as in the Old Teſtament, thofke within the Church are expreſſed by 

Cir- 
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Circumciſed, and thoſe without by the Uncireumciſed: ſo by Proportion $2 Ram, 
thoſe within the Church, as ſome Infants are, are to be baptized, and to to 3: 3% 
- be reckoned of the Church 3 and: they who are zor baptized, to be accounted as C ' 


out of the Church. 


Even Faith it ſelf is to bring us into the Relation of the Children of God, Jer. 5. 2+ 
as the Apoſile intimates, Gal. 3. 26, For ye 'are all the Children of God by <> Botha 


Faith in Chrijt feſwe. So that we may reaſonably conclude, that it was Up= 
on their Faith,, as the Means and Evidence of their Adoption, that Believers 
themſelves were baptized : And foraſmuch as it appears, that little Children 
do partake of the Divine Adoption without Faith, as well as if they had 
Faith, there is the ſame Reaſon for their being baptized, as there was for the 
baptizing of thoſe that did partake of the Adoption through Faith : the Rea- 
ſon why they were baptized being their partaking of the Adoption, of which 
Faith was the Means and Evidence ; and Baptiſm it ſelf was but for the lealing 
of this Adoption to them, and of the Covenant that God makes with them, 
and for the vitible intitling them to the Bleſlings thereof. 

4. There may at leaſt a probable Argumenc be taken for the Baptiſm of 
Infants, from the Account that we have of the baptizing of whole Houſholds, 
of all thoſe that are ipoken of by Name, that are faid to have had Houſholds, 
when once the Maſter or Miſtreſs of the Family were baptized: When the 
Maſter or Miſtreſs of the Family were called and owned by God, and brought 
into the Church, it ſeems that all theirs were received likewiſe, who did not 
reje& the Counſel of God againſt themſelves, as Infants could not do. 


It hath been obſerved, that there are bat nine in Scripture mentioned by 24.w, a's 
Name to have been baptized betides our Saviour, viz. Simon Magus, the Eu- Addreſs to 
nuch, St. Pazl, Cornelius, Lydia, the Jailor, Criſpus, Gains, and Stepha. ** NC. 

' us, Among theſe, whether Simon Magws had any Houſhold is not mention- 


ed : But the Eunuch was bptized on the Road, and fo had none there : 
St, Paul was not married, and it is certain had no Houſhold where he was 
baptized : And whether Gains had any when he was baptized is uncertain : 
But for all the other five, whoſe Houtholds are mentioned, it is likewiſe cx- 
preſs'd, or may be clearly inferred, ! that their Houſholds were baptized with 
them : As Cornelius and his -Houihoid, . As 10. Lydia and her Houſhold, 
As 16. 15. The Jailor and his, ver. 33. Crijpms and his, Aﬀs 18.8. And 
the Houſhold of Stephanus, 1 Cor. 1.16, For God is ':ieafed to have Reſpect 
to the Houſes of thoſe that are his, and do believe in hin: 3 as cur Saviour ſaid 
of Zaccheus, Luke 19.9; This Day # Saivation come io this Houſe. For 
the Seed of the Righteous is bleſſed, Pal, 37. 26. 

' Now the baptizing of whoic Hc..ho!ds mi: © needs import the baptizing of 
all within the Houſe : And it is firange. if in a! theſle-Hoafhulds there ſhould 


be no Perſon under Years of Conſent to teſtify or profeſs their own Faith. 
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And if when Abrabam and his Houſhold were circumciſed, his Infants were 
likewiſe comprehended ; ſo when the Houſholds of all thoſe Perſons are men- 
tioned to be baptized, that are ſaid to have had Houſholds, why ſhould we not 
as well conclude that their Infants likewiſe were baptized with them, as being 
comprehended in the ſame Appellation ? 

And this need not ſeem firange, when we find how quickly and readily the 


Apoſiles baptized many Perſons upon the ſmalleti Expreflion of Conſent to: 


the Faith of Chriſt, being willing to give all kind of Encouragement fo their 
coming into the Church of Chrift, when they had the lealt probable Hope of 
their future perſiſting therein z as we ſee in their baptizing Simon Magm, and 
the Jailor and his Houſhold the ſame. Night, and many thouſauds the ſame 
Day that they firſt expreſs'd their Conſent. And therefore, I fay, it need 
not ſeem ſtrange that they ſhould baptize the Infants likewiſe, or thoſe that 
were under the Age of Conſent in theſe Houſholds, ſeeing they might con- 
ceive as fair a-Probability of their imbracing and profeſling the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion afterwards, by Means of their Parents Care in their Education, becauſc 
they uſe to bring up their Children in the ſame Religion they profeſs them- 
ſelves. 

But for a further Confirmation of this, and of the Ute and Practice of In- 
fant-Baptiſm in the time of our Saviour and the Apoſiles, there are two con- 
fiderable Points of Hiſtory taken notice of by the Learned, which will give a 
great Light to this Matter. 

a Tf, The firſt is that which is taken out of the moſtauthentick Records of. 
the Fewiſh Writings, and thoſe Authors that are of greateſt Note among 
them : And it is this, that even before our Saviour's time it was the manner 
among the Jews to admijt Proſelytes into the Jewiſh Church by three things, 
Csrcumciſion, Sagrifice, and Baptiſm, whatever were the Ground or Original! 
of this Cuftom, which is differently accounted for by learned Men : And 
Baptiſm was'thought ſo neceſſary, that though one was circumciſed, yet if he 
were not baptized, he was not a true Proſelytez which is delivered as a known 
Axiom by the Gemara Babylonica, But if it were a Woman, ſhe muſt on- 
ly be baptized, and bring a Sacrifice : And there being a Statute among the 
Jews, Numb. 15.15. That one Ordinance ſhould be both for themſelves, and 
for the Stranger, or Profelyte, that ſojourned among them therefore what they 
did to their Proſelytes, they did allo to themſelves. So that as the Jewiſh 
Talmud and Gemara ſay, the Iſraelites themſelves do not enter into Covenant 
bus by theſe three things, Circumcsſion, Baptiſm and Peace-offering. And as 
this was the Manner and Cuſtom of admitting grown _—_ ſo alſo their 
Infant-Children, if they had any, were baptized likewiſe, as the Gemard 
faith. And fo alſo XMaimonides, an Author of great Account among the 


Jews, upon condition that there was Security given for the Education o = 


of Imrant-Bavrrtisy. 
Children in. the Jewiſh Religion, that when they came to Age they might 
not renounce it, And this their Reception of Proſelytes in this way, was 
eſteemed among them to be a kind of Regeneration or. new Birth, they being 
brought and engaged thereby to a new Religion and a new Life, 

Now if this be true, as the Jewiſh Records do inform us, and we have no 
Reaſon to doubt of, it may ſeem leſs ſtrange that the Baptiſm of Fohn Bap- 
tilt was fo readily complied with, and that there was no more Noiſe and Stir 
about it ; it being in it ſelf, for the Matter of it, no new Inſticution, bur 
what had been uſual and culiomary among them: and Fohr's Deſign in it 
being only to adminiſter it to a different End than before, that is, as a Ce- 
remony demonſirative of, and engaging to Repentance, againſt the appearance 
of the Kingdom of Meſliah ; whereas it was before obſerved only as an initia- 
ting Rite into the Jewiſh Religion and Covenant; 

And when our Saviour came and baptized, or ordered his Diſciples ſo to do; 
it was only a Tranſlation of an old Cuſtom to a new End, viz. to admit 
and receive Perſons into the Religion.of Meſſiah, who was now come : And 
it being no more for the Matter of it than what was done before, it ſeems 
probable that our Saviour grounded his Reproof of Nicodemm upon his Ig- 
norance of the Cuſtom of his own: Nation, and the Senſe that they put upon 
it, Fohn 3.10. Art thou a Maſter of Iirael,. and knoweſt not theſe things * 
For that migat well ſeem very ſirange, that a Perſon of his Condition ſhould 
not underſtand the Phraſe of his own Nation, in which our Saviour ſpake to 
him, though including alſo more in it when he ſaid, Except a an be born of 
IW ater and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God: 
| But to conclude this, it having been, as we ſee, the manner before among 
the Jews, toreceive the Infants of Profelytes, as well-as grown Perſons, into 
the Jewiſh Church, by this Ceremony of Baptiſm, unleſs our Saviour had 
prohibited the ſame to them how could the Apoſiles otherwiſe underſtand, 
but when our Saviour ordered them by this Ceremony to admit Chriſtian Pro- 
ſelytes, they ſhould likewiſe receive their Infants, as the manner had been be- 
fore in the Reception of Jewiſh Proſelytes among themſelves ? Which makes 
it therefore highly credible, that it was accordingly done : For there is no 

'manner of Appearance of any Alteration made by our Saviour, as to the Sub- 
jeas, but only as to the End and Intent of this Practice or Cuſtom, which 
only. gave it the. Form of a.new Inſtitution. ; | 

Nor need it ſeem at all ſtrange that our Saviour ſhould adopt this Cuſtom 
and Practice into the Chriſtian Religion and Church, that was before in uſe 
in the Jewiſh,. it being not in the leaft our Saviour's Deſign to depart” as far as 
he could from the Jewiſh Church, but rather to build as much as raight be 
with their Materials in the Ere&ion of the Chriſtian, and to conform it after 


their old Platform ;. as hath been ſhewn by learned Men in ſeveral — 
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Caſe of In- and particularly in the other Sacrament of the Lord's Supper it ſelf, And: ag 

fant-Bap- for thoſe Rites and Cuſtoms of the Jews which were aboliſl”d, the Reaſon 

i we thereof was not merely becauſe they. were Jewiſh, but either becauſe they 

Mede's 5 were ſuch as were fulfilled in Chriſt and Chriſtianity, as the Antitype and Sub. 

Boob, Diſc, ſtance of them 3 or becauſe they were ſuch as were incontiftent with the Na- 

$1. 24 ture of a manly, free and univerſal Church, ſuch as Chritt intended hisſhonld 

Bev, C: 4+ be, in oppoſition to the Legal Pedagogy and ſervile Nature of the Jewiſh, 
and for the breaking down the Partition- Wall betwixt Jew and Gentile, and 
the aboliſhing the. Enmity of Ordinances, that the Religion of Chriſt might 
become more paſſable among the Gentile World, to whom if it had been 
clogged with ſo many Ordinances as in the Jewiſh Church, it would have be« 

Dy, Ham- come odious and ridiculous. Nor yet can it be ſaid Cre the more, that the 

mend's Baptiſm of Job, or of our Saviour, was of Man, and not from Heaven, be. 

+ nn cauſe it was a Jewilh Cuſtom 3 foraſmuch as the Delign of it is now changed, 

riſm, 5.25, and the Form of anew Inſtitution is ſtamp'd upon the old Matter, 

25. 2dly. Another confiderable Point of Hiſtory relating to this Matter, is with 
reſpect to the times after our Saviour and the Apoſtles, and that is this ; It 
appears by the antient Writings of the Fathers of the Chriſtian Church in the 
next Ages, that Infant-Baptiſm was then the general Practice of the Chriſtian 
Church, and was ſo obſerved, as being derived from the Apoſtles themſelves : 
And there isno one Writer in any of the firſt Ages of the Chriftian Church, 
that does at all oppoſe it as unlawful, or ſpeak of it as a novel Practice 3 but 
even thoſe that argue againſt it as le(s convenient, yetkdo allow by their Diſ- 
courſe, that it was then the general Practice of the Church, and do not in 
the leaſt contradict that, or bring any Argument againſt it, as being a new 
Invention, which if it had been, had above all other Arguments been moſt 
proper for their Purpoſe. | 

Adverſus AJreneus Biſhop of Liens, who lived in the next Age after the Apoſiles, faith, 

Hare, that Chriti came tofave all by himſelf z Ormnes inquam, faith he, qui per eum 

1. 2.c. 39. renaſcuntar in Denm, Infantes, & parvalos & pueros, & jnvenes & ſenio- 

| P-1922 yes: All, I fay, that are born again to God, Infants, and little bnes, and 

| Boys, and young Men and old. Which Phraſe of being born again to God, 
in the Sacred and Ecclefialtical Dialect, is but another Expreffion for Baptiſin, 
- or doth certainly imply or inter it. | 

k Tertullian, who Jivgd but a very little after the faid Ireners, from a certain 
Notion that he had of the Uſe and Ends of Baptiſm, thought indeed that it 
was more convenient to defer it : And fo he was likewiſe for the deferring of 
the Baptiſin of Virgins till they were married 3 and gives the fame Rea/>n tor 

. both, For fear left they ſhould be tempted ta renounce Chriſt after Baptiſm : 

Lib, de But then by other Paſſages it appears, that he thought the Baptiſm of Infants, 


EipriC-19. as well as of others, abſolutely neceſſary incaſe of extream Danger. And by 
| his 
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ins very Arguments againſt the Practice of Infant-Baptiſm in ordinary Caſes, 

he fheweth, that it was then commonly pradtiſed ; and doth not produce any 

one Argument to prove either its Unlawtfulneſs or Novelty ; which if he could 

have done, would have been a much ſtronger Argument than any he hath uſed 

to confirm his Opinion ; and was ſo obvious, that aPerſon of his Learning 

and Sagacity could not have overlook'd it ; and which therefore being not 

urged by him, is a manifeſt Indication, that he had no ſach Opinion of its 

being either novel or unlawful, though for other Reaſons in his fingalar Opi- 

nion he thought better to defer it, In Levir, 
Orighns who lived very little after him, ſpeaks again and again of the Homil. 8. 


ONES. ad Rom. 
St. Cyprian Biſhop of Carthage, a very ſmall time after this, was a great lib. 5. par. 
Admirer of Tertallian, whom he often uſed to call his Maſter. But the Evi- 2+, P- 543- 
dence for Infant-Baptiſm was ſo clear to him, that he declares for the bapti- CON. 
Zing of Infants, even recens nati, thoſe that were jaſt born : And there were Epiſt. ad 
fixty fix Biſhops joined in Council with him, who agreed in the ſame Opi- Ficum, 
nion, and ſent it as their common Reſolution to Fidzs, who thought that 
Baptiſm ought to be deferred at leaſt tq the eighth Day, according to the Law 
of Circumcition, _ 
In the next Age lived Athanaſins, who again and again makes mention of Q. 1 14. ad 
Infant-Baptiſm, and lays a great Streſs upon it. Arttochn, 
Much about the fame time Gregory Nazianzen lived, who though his O- S002. P) 
pinion was, that where it could be ſafely deferred, it was better to let it 44 "ON 
alone till Children were three or four Years old, and were able to anſwer the 
Interrogatories that then uſed to be put to thoſe that were baptized 3 yet doth Orat. 40. 
he vehemently urge, that in caſe of Danger they ſhould be baptized in their de Bapr, 
Infancy, and took his Reaſon from the Circumciſion of Children at the eighth 
Day, and from the ſaving of the tirſt-born in Goſhen by the Sign of the Blood 
on the Lintel of the Door and the two Side-poſis: and faith, that though [n- 
fants be not. ſenſible either of the G ain or Loſs of it, yet that it is better, in caſe 
of Danger, that they be ſanftified without the Senſe of it, than that they be let 
alone uninitiated and unconfigned, 


. . My £27 PT . | | 1 H 2 xl. ] 
St. Chryſoſtom is plain for it in the Beginning of the next Age, and faith, Nato) 


For this Cauſe, that is, beauſe there are ſo many Benefits of Baptiſm, we bap- 
tize Children though they have not Sin. Vid. 

- And St. Juſtin ſpeaks of it in many Places, and urgeth it as an Argument DypHam- 
againſt the Pelagians, for the Proof of Original Sin, which they denied. And _— of 
it is very obſervable, that they in their, Anſ{wer'to him never denied the Law- | 


fulneſs of that which he preſs?d ſo upon them, nor yet the Univerlality F Toy Bapriſin, 
Pfactice, p. 104. 
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32 \ A Brief Defence 
Practice, or the Antiquity of it in the Church of God ; But rather on the con- 
trary owned it for an Apoſtolical Tradition, and practifed-it themfelves, 
though for other Reaſons than that for which it was urged by St. Auſtin. 
Theſe were very {agacious Adverfaries, and would ealily have diſcovered the 
Innovation of the Practice, if ſuch it had been, by which they might have 
belt put off any Argument that could from it have been produc'd againſt them, 

vid. Vol, To theſe might be added many other Teſtimonies out of St. Ambroſe and 

de Bapt. St, Jerome in that Age 3 and allo others in the following Ages. So vain is 

Ib 4 the Pretence of ſome Anabaptiſis, that Pope Innocent was the tilt that intro- 

Teſam. * duced this Practice into the Church. And as vain is what they produce from 

verer. de || Walafrids Strabo, and Ludovicus Vives, the eldelt of which lived fome Ages 

Bapt. par- ]ater than the Fathers before mentioned : It is in vain, I fay, what they pro- 

vulorum. qtce from them againſt the Practice of it in the Church in the former Ages, 

|Whiſtons (yhen we have ſuch clear Teſtimonies from thoſe Ages for it, and when theſe 

4: Authors give no Proof at all of their Opinion by which the Reader may make 
vers,” 6 1, any Judgment about it. 

Now trom what hath been thus diſcours'd about the Judgment and Pra- 

&ice of Antiquity in this Matter, ſo near the Age of the Apoſtles, and that a- 

greeably to the PraQice of the Jewiſh Charch' in their admitting of Proſe- 

Iytes and their Children alſo'by Baptiſm, is it not a fair and reaſonable Infe- 

* rence, to conclude that this was the Practice alſo of the Apoliles between, and 

was as old as the Churches that they planted, and was derived to the ſucceeding 

# -— Ages from them XFor if this had been. a new upſiart Invention, or had been 
brought in by ta)ſe Teachers, and eſpecially if it had been of ſich a peliife- 
rous Nature, as the Anabaptiſts pretend, and had all been but profane Tri- 
fling and Mockery, it is not caly to be imagined how it fhould fo early and 
univerſally obtain in the Chriſtian Church, and that it ſhould not be more ve- 
hemently oppoſed, and the Mockery, Profaneneſs and Peſtilency of it diſco- 
vered, as that of other Herefies was, Had the Churches erred, they would have 
varied, faith Tertullian > but what 1s one and the ſame among them all, (as 
this of Infant-Baptiſm was) Non eſt erratum ſed traditum , doth not come 


ſrom-Error but Apoſtolical Tradition. + And fo St. duſts upon this very Sub. 


jc, That.which the univerſal Church aeth hold, and was never mmſtituted by 
Countils, but was always retained in the Chierch, we moſt rightly believe to have 
deſcended from nothing elſe than Apoſtolical Tradition. Aud ſuch was the caſe 

of Infant-Baptiſm. | | 
vid.. Dr. And this Cuſtom and PraQiice is till continued in the Churches of Chriſt, 
Walker's though of ſeveral Denominations, unto this Day. | All the Proteftant Con- 
Fa ng It feflions of Helvetia, Bohemia, Belgia, Anſpurg, Saxony, Wittenberg, Sweve- 
tis, 4 5 2. land, France, and Piedmont, do uniyerſally give their Teſtimony to it. And 
Hiltories give us the fame Account of the Practice of it among the RKnſſians, 
EY Muſe 


DE 47 Lud 


| of InvanT-BayPrisn. 
Muſeovites 3 the Chriſtians of St. Thomas in India 3 thoſe in Syria, Cypruz, 
eſepotamia, Babylon, Paleſtine > amongſt the Cofti in Egypr 3 the Abaſ- 
ſins in Africa, the Armenians in Turky ,, the Maronites inhabiting Aleppo, 
Damaſcws, Tripoly of Syria, Cyprus, aud Hount Libanw, And many of 
theſe Churches are at vali Dittance one from another, and therefore can have 
but very Jittle Intercourſe or Communication one with another. And as for the 
Abaſſine and Indian Churches, they ſeem in all Probabilicy to be Original 

Plantations, and not to have derived their Faithand Practice from any other 
Churches 3 and yet all retain:and continue the PraGice of baptizing Infants, 

Theſe things one would think ſhould be enough to ſway with all mode(t 

Perſons : And they would learn not to prefer the new upſtart Opinions of 
thoſe, who becauſe of the Smalneſs of their Number are fain to call themſelves 

the lsttle Flock,, before the univerſal conſentient Practice of all the Churches 
of Chriſt beſides in the World, An humble Perſon ſhould far more highly 

eſtcem of Godly Antiquity and the Univerſal Church, "tan of ſuch late and 
novel Singularity. 


S200 


Objections againſt Infant-Baptiſm anſwered. 


Hs thus, with all poſſible-convenient Brevity, endeavoured to clear 
up and confirm the Doctrine and- PraQtice of Infant-Baptiſm, 1 ſhall 

now conſidex the Objections that uſe commonly to be raiſed againſt it, and 

ſhall nos to give them a ſatisfactory Anſwer. | 


oQ 
- 


| Obje&. 1. That Infants are not capable of the Ends of Baptiſm that it 
doth them no Good, but they are as well without it as with it, becauſe there 1s 
20 Benefit that they canreceive thereby. 

Anſw. The contrary to this is moſt true. - For, 

x. They are capableof Baptiſm, as it is an outward Badg or Mark of theix 
Relation to God, as his Children and. peculiar People, and of God's gracious 
Reſpedt to them, and owning them for ſuch ; and fo as it is a viſible Rite of 
their Admiſſion into the viſible Church of Chriſt. - This is-one of the Ends 
of Baptiſm, and Infants are capable of this, becauſe for this End it may be \ 
adminiſtred to thoſe that are meerly paſſive, and do not underſtand any thing 
of. the Matter : As Infants are capable .of Civil Adoption, and of being en- 
tred into any Family, Tribe, College, or other Society, by ſuch a Rite as 
ſhall be appointed for that end; And thus Infants in the Jewiſh Church were 
baptized to this end, together with their proſelyted Parents, as we have ſcen 


before : and we'do not find that ever.any of the Prophets, or our Saviour, - 
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24 A Brief Defence 

the Apoſtles, did'find'fault upon the Account of Infants Incapacity, or-other-; 
wiſe 3, therefoxe we may conclude, that they were capable of Baptiſm, and 
that their Baptiſm was likewiſe well approved of. And fo by God's own 
Appointment and Inſtitution Infants were circumciſed to the aforeſaid Ends 
and Purpoſes, And how are they uncapable then,of Baptiſm to the ſame 

Ends to which they were capable of Circumcifion > l 
2, Infants are capable of Baptiſm, as it: is a Sign, or Note, or Seal, on 
God?s or Chriſt's Part, to aſſure us of his gracious Favour to us, and to con- 
fign over fo us the Benefits of the Covenant of Grace, Thus- Infants are ca- 
pable of Baptiſm, as it is a.Mark or Seal of the Remiſfion or doing away that 
original'Guilt and Obligation to'Death, which they derived from the firſt A- 
dam, and of their being brought into a new State of Regeneration and Lite 
| by Chriſt Jeſus. And fo as it is-a Seal of the Promiſe and Gift of the Spirit 
for the ſanRifying and renewing them hereafter ; though for the preſent they 
underſtand nothing of it : For it is ſufficient alſo for this, that they be meer- 
ly paſſive in the Adminiſtration. As Baptiſm is to the Adult a Sign or Seal of 
the Remiſſion or waſhing away of that original Guilt which they. have from 
Adam, and alſo of that which they have contracted by their own aGual Sin ; 
ſo may Baptiſm be a Sign or Scal of the waſhing away-of the original Guile 
to Infants derived from Adam, thoughthey have. no Guiltat all of any actual 
Sin of their own to be remitted or waſh'd away. And yet as Baptiſm is a 
Sign or Seal of the new Covenant for. the Remiflion- of all Sin to- Believers, 
not only of what ispaſt, but alſo of what is to come, . when they come to 


| 
repent of it, and*to perform the. Terms of the Goſpel required to ſuch Re- 
iniffion 3 ' {may Baptiſm be to Infants a Sign or Seal of the Remiſſion of all 
the actual Sin that ſhall ever be committed by them, upon their future per. 1 
forming of the ſame Terms. Ando as Baptiſm is to the Adult a Sign or I 
Seal of their being brought into a new Regenerate State, and of having a t 
Right to Life by virtue of their Adoption; their Six: being done away by the 1 
Blood of _Chriſt ; ſo may it likewiſe be to Infants a Sign.and. Seal of God's Ft 
Yacious Favour in giving them a Right ta the Heavenly Inheritance. As In- L 
| mg by virtue of-any Civil* Adoptions. may-be Heirs to a Temporal Eſtate; | e 
and-are capable'of any Acts of Favour. from Man, and to be inftated in any 
Caſt of -1n- Privileges, before they-come. to underſtand: what they are. As ſuppoſe the er 
fant-Bap- King - ſhould fend for a Traitors-Child out of the Cradle, and in the Preſence M 
f/m, P-34* of ſeveral-Perſons aſſembled for that purpoſe, ſhould ſay, You kyow the Blood O 
of this Child's attainted by his Fathers Treaſon, and by Law he bath forfett- th 
ed all Right to. bis Anceſtors Eftate and Titles, and. is quite undone, thugh il *þ< 
be be not- ſenſible of his wretched Condition: But-1 will pardon this Infant HI 
freely, and here I reftore him to all-his forfeited Rights* I juſtify bim freely, we 


and declare my: ſelf reconciled unto him,- and moreover do adopt - him "- ") F/7 
| oy 
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Royal Family, and do ſettle part of myDominions upon hins, and as a confirmatory 


Sign of this my Reſpeti unto him, I da order and command before you all, that 
te be. waſhed with pure Water, to ſignify that he is cleanſed from his original 
Attainder and Corruption of Blood, and that I am perfettly reconciled unta 
him. Who would fay that this were an inſignificant or uſcle(s Sign, becauſe 
the Child did not underſtand the meaning of it ? Or who could-ſay that the 
Child, who was capable of the thing lignified, viz. the removing, the At- 
tainder, and being veſted in a Right and Title toa noble Inheritance, ſhould 
be uncapable of the waſhing with Water for a Sign hereof ? * eſpecially conli- 
dering that a bit of Fleſh was appointed and ordered by God to be cut off by 
Circumciſion, when the Child was but eight Days old, to the fame Intent 
and'Parpoſe, though he underſtood as little of the meaning of that, -as In- 
 fants do of the meaning of Baptiſm now for this end. | 
3. Infants are capable of Baptiſm, as it is a Mark or Sign on our part of 
their Dedication to God, and to the Service of Jeſus Chrilt, and of their en- 
trance into, and coming under a Covenant-Engagement to be the Lord's for 
the future, even whilſt they are ade the Age of Conſent, to concur hereto 
by any Ad of their own. As Infants are capable of being entred into a 
School or College, and of wearing a Badg belonging to ic, in order to future 
Inſicuction and Learning, though at preſent they undertiand nothing of it. 
And as it is uſual by Wills and ContraGts to bring Infants under an Obligation 
to perform certain Conditions when they come to Age. This is plain from 
the Covenant-Engagement, that the Sced of Abraham was brought under as 
well as Abraham himſelf, and received the Sign of Circumcifion to confirm 
this at eight Days old ; For that Rite-laid an Obligation upon them to ob- 
ſerve all the Laws of ſes, though the Rice was adminiſtred to them in'their 
Infancy by the A& of their Parents, long enough before they themſelves came 
to Age of Conſent ;, Gal. 5. 3. For I teſtify to every Manthat 5s circumciſed, 
that he is a Debtor to do the whol-Law, Circumciſion, though primarily the 
Rite of the Abrahamical Covenant, yet being incorporated into the Political 
Law of Moſes allo, and ſo was withal an obligatory Rite to the Obſervance 
thereof, | 
Thus alſo.in like manner, Dem..2 9, 11. The little ones are likewiſe ſaid to 
enter into the Covenant with the Lord, and into his Oath, as well as a!l the 
Men of Iſrael. And it hath been ever reckoned, that the Parents may lay'an 
Obligation on the Children: as Efth. 9.27. The Jews ordained and rook, upon 
them and upon their Seed, and upon all ſuch as joined themſelves unto them, 
fo as it ſhould not fail that they would keep the Feaſts of Purim. And thus 
Hanna dedicated Samuel to the Service of the Lord from the time of his 


| weaning, 1 Sam. 1.28. And Samſon was a Nazarite from the Womb, 


Fudg. 13. 15. And the Covenant was made between David and Jonalnn 
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4 Brief Defence 
both for themſelves and their Seed, 1 Sam. 20,42, And the Covenant that 
Foſhua and the Men of Iſrael made with the Gibeonites, obliged all their Po. 


ſterity. And thus, as hath been faid, all the Jewiſh Infants were conſecrated 
and devoted to God by the Rite of Circumcifion : For Children are look'd 


upon as Parts of their Parents ; and what their Parents do for themſelves ox- 


them, eſpecially when they are in their Infant-ſtate, and under the Age of 
Conſent themſelves, is reaſonably eſteemed as laying an Obligation upon 
them, as if it were done by them, when the thing ic {elf is juſt andreaſona- 
ble, and may be beneficial to them. For though we cannot lay a Burden 
upon others without their own Conſent, yet we may procure a Favour for 
them, and oblige them to the Performance of certain. Conditions for their 
future Participation thereof, when it is for their Benefit-to be ſo obliged : In. 
deed if they will, they may afterwards renounce the Obligation, but then 
they muſt rencunce and quit the Benefit too 3 which if it be contiderable, there 
is no Wiſe Man that is tn his Wits will ever do, but will ſtand to the Obligati- 
on under which he is brought for his own Advantage, and will eſteem it a 
great Advantage that he was brought under it. 

And'now is all this no- Benefit ? They ſhall be ſaved withont it, they will 
fay. But what then ? Is there. nothing to be ever eſteemed a Benefit but Sal- 
vation it {elf alone'? Is all this that hath been ſaid of. Infant-Baptiſm no Be- 
nefit? | | 

+ Is it na Benefit to be enrolled thereby into the Number of God's peculiar 
People, to have the Mark and Badg of his Children, and to be reckoned 
among thoſe that he hath called to a Covenant-relation to himſelf? Is it no 


' Benefit to partake of the Rite of viſible Admiſſion into the Church of Chriſt ? 
'Is this no Privilege ? no Benefit? If the contrary would be a great Evil, to 


be caſt out as common and unclean amongſt the reſt of the World, is'it not 
then'a Benefit tb have the Badg and Mark of an holy Separation to God, as the 
People of his Adoption and Grace ? | | 

Is it no Benefit to partake of the Mark and Seal” of the Bleflings and Pro- 
miſes of God, of the Removalof the Guilt and Death which they were liable 
to by Adam, and of the Promiſe of the Spirit for their Regeneration and San- 
Higcation, whoſe Aﬀfiltance therefore, to that end, they may comfortably 
hope for, and expect from God, as they have need of it, whether there be 


any preſent Operation or Work of the Spirit upon them or no ? And is it not 


a Benefit to them that they have a Seal and Affurance of the Forgiveneſs of all 
their actual Sins alſo afterwards, upon their Repentance and Return to God ? 
As Baptiſm is a Benefit to grown Perſons, as it is a Sign and Pledg both of 
preſent and future Bleſſings 3 fo it is alſo in-the ſame manner to Infants, as be- 
ing a Seal both of all thoſe Bleſfings which they have need of, or do partake of 


_ at preſent, and alſo of thoſe which they have ox may have need of afterwards. 


So 
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So that ſuppoſe they may be ſaved without it, yet this is a Mark or Seal of 
cheir Salvation if they die in their Infant-ſtate 3 and of all the Bleſlings and 
Privileges that belong.to them now, or are to belong to them afterwards, if 
they live according to the Terms .of the Goſpel, juſt in the ſame manner as 
it is to grown Perſons. So that if.upon theſe Accounts it is a Benefit to 
grown Perſons, it is upou the ſame Account alſo a Benefit to Infants ; that 
is, .it is a-Benefit both to one- and the other, as far as a Sign, or Sea!, or 
Pledg can:be a Benehit. | | 

_ Andlaflly; Is it not a Benefit to partake of that Ordinance that is a Mark 
or Note of their early Conſlecration and Devotedneſs to God; and to the Ser- 
vice of Chriſt, whereby they are brought betimes into a Covenant-Engage- 
ment to be his? For that this is ſo, hath been proved z and accordingly God 
fo looks upon them 3 and thereupon there is to be all Care taken about their 
Chriſtian . Education, that: they may be inſtructed and brought up in the 
Knowledg of thoſe-things which belong to the People and Children of God. 
And this will be uſeful to them as an Argument to prevail with themto live to 
God betimes, as they grow up, becauſe of the Oath and Covenant char they 
are ſo early entred into, and engaged in. "This Conſideration indeed doth not 
affect them immediately,. whillt they are in their Infant-ſtate, . but it may 
come to affe& them as ſoon as any: thing. elſe can that is of ſuch a Nature, 
that is, as ſoon as their Reaſon comes to be of uſe fo them :. Whereas if this 


had not been done for them betimes, there would have wanted this Argu- 


ment to deal with them, And it may be, it would have been very long be- 
fore they themſelves might have been brought toconſent to enter into ſuch an 
Obligation, "as we read it often was among many that yet were brought to 
the Profeflion of the- Chriſtian Faith in the Primitive Times : Some ſtaying off Dr, wal- 


for this, ſome for that carnal Reaſon or Fear, for a long time, to the great ker's Pre- 


Scandal of their Profeſſion: Some keeping off for fear of inning after Bap- #49 bs 


Plea for. 


tiſm, and ſo forfeiting the Grace of it, as they thought, thereby : Some ;£... 
from the Love of the World, and the Pleaſures thereof, being loth to part Baptiſm, 
with their Sins and their vain Pleaſures, which they were ſenſible this obliged 


+ them to, notwithſtanding, they owned- themſelyes Chriſtians : Some again 


deferring it out of want of Leiſure : Some pleading the Tnconvenience of the 
Time ; arid others, becauſe they could not have it done in the Place they de- 
ſired, or by the Perſon they moſi affeqed ; Some taking Exception at the 
mix'd Company they were to be baptized with: And ſome delaying it for 


fear of Perſecution from the Heathen : And ſome for fear leſt they ſhould be 


accounted. Tritheites : Some on pretence that their Relations were not pre- 
ſent: And ſome hanging back becauſe of the little Charge they did uſe to be 


at at that time. Theſe things gave Occaſion to ſuch vehement and ſharp Ex- 
poſtulations of the Fathers of that Age to reprovye their Slackneſs, as are-to be 


found 
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A Brief Defence © 
found in their Writings. And how many do you think, upon-one or other of 


theſe Pretences, there would be that would put it off in like manner ſtill, if 
they were notbaptized in Infancy 3 and it may 'be ſome would hardly ever 


bring themſelves into ſonear a Covenant-Engagement to God atall? Where. 


as this being done for them) ſo eatly in their Infant-ſtate, it. may be a powerful 
and prevailing Motive to engage them betimes to a fincere and upright walk. 
ing with God, which otherwile they might not probably have been brought 
ſo ſoon to. If- it be objected, that this would be more apt to prevail with 
them, if it had been their own Att, when they came to Age, It is plain by 
Experience, that thoſe that are ſincere, or have any Senſe of Honour or Gra= 


 titude, among thoſe that have been baptized in their Infancy, do hold them- 
ſelves as much obliged by. it, and do ſtand to- the Obligation that they were 


then brought under, and as fichfully diſcharge it as any of thoſe that are bap- 
tized at Age, and do lookupon it a great Bleſſing, that they were broughe 
under ſo early a Pre-engagement: Afid thoſe that are not {incere, that are 
baptized at Age, do as little perform or diſcharge the Obligation that they 
brought upon themſelves by au'A& of their own, as any of thoſe that were 
baptized in Infancy. 


'Objett. 2. That Infants are not capable of. performing thoſe AftFs,- or having 
thoſe Conditions that are pre-required in Scripture, in Perſons that are tobe 
baptized. :Foraſmuch as they cannot. learn; or be taught, or confeſs their Sins, 
er believe, or repent, or make any wiſuble Profeſſion of their doing ſo. And 

yet thiſe things are required in Scripture of Perſons that are to be baptized, 
and were always performed by Perſons before the Apoſiles did baptize any. Ac- 


cording to theſe and the like Texts, Mark 16.15, 16. Gointoall the World, 


and preach the Goſpel to every Creature : he that believeth and is baptized, 
ſhall be ſaved. Matth. 3.6. They were baptized of him in fordan, con- 
fefling their Sins. As 2. 38. Repent and be baptized every one of you in 
the Name of Jeſus Chriſt. And ver. 41. They that gladly received his Word, 


- were. baptized. As 8. 12. When they believed Philip preaching the things | 


concerning the Kingdom of God, they were baptized. Yer. 13. Then Simon 
himſelf believed; and was baptized. Ard ver. 36. The Eunach, faid, Sec 
here is Water, what doth hinder me to be baptized ? And Philip ſaid, If thou 
'believeſt with all thine Heart, thou mayſt. 4s 18. 8. And many of the Co- 
rinthians hearing, believed, and. were baptized. From theſe and ſuch like 
Texts it 5s argued, that bere is d Probibition laid, and a Bar pat againſt In- 
fants. Baptiſm, becauſe they have no Reaſon or Underſtanding about what thty 
enpht to be or dv, and can neither hear, learn, repent,- or believe, or make 
Profeſſion ef either in their Infant-ſtate, and therefore are not capable of . Bap- 
tiſmy before the Adminiſtration of which-theſe things are required and uſed to be 
dane, Anſm, 
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of INFANT-BAPTIS NM. 
Anſw, 1. Thatitis by vertue of that Covenant-relation to God as his 


- People and Children, which God is pleaſed to admit Infants to, though 


themſelves do not believe, they being the Seed or Pupils of profeſs?d Believers 
with whom this Covenant is made, and with their Seed and Family, that 
Baptiſm.is to be adminiſtred to them. The Ground. then which I build the 
Baptiſm of Infants upon, is God's EleQtion or chooſing of them, together with 
their believing Parents, or thoſe-that ſhall: undertake for them. to be his own 


peculiar Covenant-People 3. as likewiſe their Parents or Suſceptors are. For. 
this was always God's Method, and the way of his Grace, to own and receive - 


the Children of his Covenant-People into the ſame Covenant with their Fa- 
thers, and.ſo to treat with them, and .to. ſeal the Covenant and Promiſe to 
them, _ in the ſame manner, and by. the- ſame Rite as.he did to their Parents. 


So that it is not the Childrens own. Faith or Profeſſion that qualifies them for- 


Baptiſm, but it is God's Election-or Choice of them for his People,. though 
they have not aQual Faith or .Repentance of their own). upon their deſcend- 
ing of ſuch Parents, or being taken into ſuch Families,..or undertaken for by 
ſuch Perſons as ſtand in a Covenant-relation to-God. And out of Reſpect to 


them, and.in Proſpect of that Religious Education that they ſhall ' afterwards 


receive from them, God is pleaſed to own: them for his, and to confirm his 
Promiſe and Covenant to them:: So that. their Parents or Suſceptars Faith is, 


, as it were, vicariouſly imputed to thera for a while, till they come to Years, 
and is reckoned accordingly for their Good, though they do not yet aQually . 


believe themſelves, becaulc hereafter. they are to do. it: through their Parents 


Inftruction. As the Children of the Levites of .a Month old are ſaid to keep © 
the Charge of the Sanituary, Numb. 3. 28. becauſe they are ſo deligned, and : 


are to be brought up to it,. and are in a near Capacity for it,'. And Levs is 


faid, after a Senſe, tohave paid- Tithes in Abraham, being in the Loins of - 


Abraham when he paid it to Melchizedek, Heb. 7. 9: 


And why ſhould theſe things be thought unreaſonable ? If God is pleaſed - 


toown and adopt little ones for his, why ſhould-our Eye be evil, becauſe his 


is good ? Or why rather ſhould we not rejoice in his Mercy and Grace in be- - 


half of our little ones ? 

If Infarits may contract Guilt, or lie under an Obligation to Death by the 
Sin of their Parents,why may it not likewiſe be ſuppoſed through the Grace and 
Goodneſs of God by Chriſt, that they. may be inveſted with a Right and Ti- 
tle to certain Privileges, and partake of the Mark and Seals of them through 


the Faith of others ? So that as God wiſits the Tu3quity of the 1 athers upon the -. 
Children unto the third and fourth Generation of them that hate him. fo he © 

may alſo ſhew Mercy to- Thouſands. of them that love him and keep his Com- Mar.8. 13; 

enandments. And as ſome were brought to. be healed by Chrift (and were Marky, 23, 
healed) through the. Faith .of others, ſo why ſhould we not. think that In- Johng.go, . 
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A Brief Defence 
fants may partake of the Favour of God through Chrift, and of the Badg or 
Sign of this Favour, with 'reſpe& alſo to others Faith? Sothat the Faith of 
their Parents may be ſaid to be'therr Faith, whilſt they ate in their Infanc- 
fate, they, being as Parts" of their Parents, and having no*Ult of Power, 
Underſtanding, or Will to provide for themſelves, till they-come to Years of 
Diſcretion : 'As the Parents A& in taking a Houle, -br making a Bargain or 
Covenant, may be called the Child's Act, as no leſs beneficial and obliging 
*to the Child than to the Parent, and binding the Child to rhe Performance 
of the ſame Conditions, Os | ME 
And what indeed is more-common than 'for ſuch things to be required of 
Parents before they, be admitted to certain Privileges, that when they are ad- 
mitted 'to, belong alike to their Children, though . they could not do thoſe 
things? Thus thoſe of a foreign Nation mult take the Oaths of Allegiance 
required to a Prince, before they become his naturalized SubjeQs, or partake 
of the Privileges! of ſuch 4 but after they have taken the Oaths, and are ad- 
mitted to, the Privileges of Naturalization; their Children alſo are admitted 
co the ſame Privileges, though they canndt take the'Oaths3 fo that their Pa- 
rents A@ is imputatively therts, or to their Benefit or. Advantage. And fo 
'why may it not likewiſe be here ? And as thoſe that are born of Parents, that 
are admitted into a Corporation, . thall partake.of the Privileges likewiſe of 
' that Corporation, which thoſe that'are born of other Parents ſhall not ;, fo, if 
ſuch be'the Grace and Goodneſs of God,” may the Infants of Covendut ts 
lievers likewiſe partake of their Privileges, which the Infants of Heathens and 
Aliens are to have rio Right into. And yet all this while the Infants under- 
ſtand nothing of the Matter, but are veſted in thee Benefits before they. come 
to Underſtanding. '-*, © ET RIOT, ASS oo upn 
* 2, Therefore, I'ſay, as to'thofe things that are faid to be pre-required to 
Baptiſm, that, either they Have 'no need of them'ar alf in their 47 =p" 2 
and ſo may be baptized without them z or by virtue of God's Grace and Co- 
venant they have the fame Benefit without them to qualify them for Baptiſm, 
which others have by them, and therefore may be baptized without them, 

though others cannot... 95, ES DEE 1: 
As for Regeneration in the moſt common Senſe of the Word, it would be 
very raſh in any*to ſay, that they cannot have it in the Seed or Root of it ; 
For who can tell what the Operations of the Holy Spirit are, or can be upon 
them? But though they ſhould nor, : or could not have it inthat Senſe that we 
commonly take it, viz. for an internal Change and Sanification of Heart 
and Mind 3 yet they have that which nay dehominate them regenerate Per- 
ſons, and ſo they may be mark*d and figned' as ſuch, as being brought-into a 
new and faving State by the Death of Chriſt, which they ſhall not fail of the 
Benefit of, unleſs they fall from it by their own aRual Rebellion —_— 
hey 


of InzanTBarrisn. 
They may. be ſaid to Sdiyerey om the. Death of Sin,, or from the pre- 
vailing Power of that Death. which Yiu brought in, chere, being the Forgive. 
neſs ow Erfolucianf of that Death oo them : And lo they. may be faid fo be 
NO OE is Wor a9 bh 
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CRNE X-W1CN L401 partake of a new-Birth by being 
put R086 whexcin'they tough Chrilt as immediate a Right 
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and Title to, Salv: Ion, as thole h; Fi t Have been; regenerate in the com- 
mon Acceptatio1 Th the Wes oh yy .m2zy ey or then be qualified 
for the Sigy or. Seal heregt ? .F of how can there be any more required to qua- 
lify forche.Sj gn than for the Thing fgniticd, which they poſleſs, or have a pre- 
ſent Ri ht to? ria ate . pay 1 "i * is 

And thou zh they have not Faith properly ſpeaking, yet being brought in- 
to the-ſame Condition of Sonſhip, : pd put into as immediate Capacity for 
Salvation, asadult Believers are through. Faith, why ſhould they not partake- 
of Bapriſm, which is the Seal of theſe Bleſſings, as they do? For though 
they have 'no Faith properly ſpeaking, yet being by Chriſt redeemed from 
Death, and put into a State of Sanſkip god Life, as actual Believers are, though 
without, aQtuial Ffh, cill aQual Sin ta es place, they may be numbred in. re- 
ſpe& of the Benefits of Faith with Believers. And if Beljevers are baptized, to 
ſcal-the great Grace of Adoption [to them [through Faith, why ſhould nor 
they likewiſe be baptized for the Sealing and Confirmation of the ſame Grace, 
ſceing t» that reſpe&t they may well be reckoried with Believers, as partaking 
of the.fameFavour with them, through the Grace and Covenant of God in 
* Chriſt fowards thefn ? For what Faith is to adult Perſons throigh the Cove- 

nant and Grace of Godin Chriſt, that the Covenant # ſelf is to Infants with- 
out Faith. And ſo what Baptiſm is to adult Perſons upon their Faith, that it 
may be to them without Faith, through God's Covenant with them alone by 
the Bfood of Chriſt, So that upon the Account-hereot they may full a8 well 
be baptized . as thoſe that 'do believe, becaufe. they have the ſame Privileges 
withont Faith as Believers have bytheir Faith;" Tt being not Faith it ſelf, or 
Profeffion of Faith that is to' be the immediate Ground of Baptiſm, but that 
Sonſhip or Relation to God, of which Falth is the Means or Evidence 3 and 
when this can beeviden®d without Profeſſion of Faith, there being no neceſ- 
fity of that Profefon to- quilify for Baptiſm, as was ſhewn before in Cor- 
neling and his Corbpany.. oo, (707 

| And then as for Revenue: white, they are* in their Infant-flate they have. 
no-need of it, and therefore may be baptizcd withon: :: 5 they have'no need 
of Repentance for Sin, becauſe they have no 'av3] Sin to repent cf 3 and 
therefore their want of Repentance cat be'no Bar to tii-ir Baptiſm, To thoſe 
indeed that have actually finned, Baptiſm isa Baptiſin of Repentance, figni- 
fying it already to'be is ſme meaſure, and obliging to it farther. Bat where 
there is no actual Sin, there being no echt of Repentapce, it may be _— 
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niftred to:chem withoitt Repentance, 't6 oblige only to Udlineſs and Parity of 
Life, and keeping of the Commands of God, which is-a greater thing than 
Repentance, and which Repentance it ſelf is for, and to lead to, in thoſe thac 
have ſinned. Thus the Baptiſmof Joby, though it was a Baptiſm of Repen- 
tance to others that had ſinned, and to that end he mainly preach'd it, yet 
was adminiftred to our Saviour without Repentance, becauſe he had no need 
of Repentance, but he had perfe Hatlineſs, whith was better than. Repen- 
trance; and'it was to him alſoa Sign of Obligation to Holineſs, though not 
to Repentance. So that it may be adminifired to thoſe that have no Repen- 
tance, becauſe they have noneed of. it in their, preſent State z* yet it rfiay be 
adinifired to oblige to Hollgef, and t6 Kepentance' too hereafter, when 
they ſhall come to have aftual Sin. |, And fot will be propetly alſo to them a 
Baptiſm of Repenratrice, which it could no. way be to our Saviour, and yet 
was adminiſired to him it. is a Baptiſin to them, ds peraliorsy, to future 
Repentance. | AS wc | 

"But as for Profeſſion. of Faith and Holineſs, which Infants cannot make : 
T anſwer, that the Baptiſm of Infants'is not for Profeffion of it, but for Ob- 
ligation to it, which we have ſeen befoxe they are capable of. 

3. As for thoſe Texts then that,are urged to ſhow what is prerequired of 
Perſons. that are to be baptized : 7 anſwer, That they are ſpoken of, or to 
grown or adult Perſons that are capable of performing thoſe As, 'and were 
obliged toit, as the Condition or Proof of their Adoption-z and they do on- 
ly concern them, and no other but them. _Aud therefore they are no Bar to 
the Baptiſm of Infants, whoſe Adoption or Sonſhip may otherwiſe be judged 
of, without theſe Acts, As for the Adult, we own and contend as nnich as 
they that make this ObjeQion, that. grown Perſons. who are” come to Years 
of Diſcretion, that had been Infidels and Uanbelievers before, ought to be 
taught, and profeſs Faith and Repentance before they be baptized 3 there be- 
ing no Judgment by the Chusch to be made any other way, of God's recei- 
ving and.owning them for his Children-and Covenant-People. And this is 
as much as theſe Scriptures do prove or hold out to us, concerning this Mat- 
ter3 but they are no-Rule for all the Subjects of Baptiſm : and as for Infants. 
they are not at all concerned in them, and therefore their Baptiſm is not” pro-' 
hibited by them, there haing not the ſame Qualifications. required in-them 
for Baptiſm, 2 there'are in others ugh ; 
bition of the Baptiſm of grown Perſons, if they do not perform theſe Ads 


firſt, here is no Prohibition -of the Baptiſm of Infants, *though they do.not 


perform them. For the meaning of all ſach Expreſſions is to be judged of 
from the Nature and Capacity of thoſe Perſons to whom they are ſpoken. 
And therefore as by the Apoltle's Words, 2 Thefſ. 3. 10, They that will not 
work, neither ſhould they eat 3, the Relief of lazy Drones is forbidden, that 


Can 


' So that though there is a. virtual Prohi-, 
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of INFAnNT-BaPT1s Mm. 
64 work and yet will. not z but here is no Prohibition of the Relief or Suften- 
cation of Infants, or thoſe that cannot work. So by theſe Texts of Scripturg 
that ſhew what is required of Perſons to be baptized, impenitent Uunbelievers 
that are come to Age, are prohibited from Baptiſm; but not Infants, there 
being other Gxounds for their being baptized. The Baptiſm of Infants in- 
deed cannot be concluded from theſe Texts, (and whoever {aid it could ? ) 
but we have ſhewn, there are other Scripture-Arguments for the Baptiſm of 
Infants: And theſe Texts, as they fay nothing for it, ſo they fay nothing, 
againſt it, either directly or by-Conſequence : , And therefore Infants may and 
ought to be baptized, notwithſtanding what is faid in theſe, Texts, . 
Baptiſm, as we have. heard, is an Ordinance of the ſame Ule, and to the 

ſame Purpoſe for the main, as Circumcifzon was, in the Reſpects mention- 
ed. Nowas Circumcition 'was adminiftred to different Perſons of different 
Ages, ſo may Baptiſm. Circumciſion was adminifired to Abrabam as a Seal 
of the Righteouſneſs of that Faith which he had before given Evidence, and 


.. made Profeſſion of ; ſo is Baptiſm a Seal of the fame to grown Believers now, 


upon their: Profeſſion of a like Faith with Abraham's, But Circumciſion 
was adminiſtred to Iſaac, and was a Seal of the fame Righteouſneſs which he 
ſhould have, without any ſuch Profeſſion made by him ; and why may not 
Baptiſm then be adminifired to Infants now, without any ach, Profeſſion 
made by them? For Circumcifion was adminiſtred to 1/aac, as being the Son 
of believing Abraham, by virtue of God?s taking him into the ſame Cove- 
nant-relation with Abrabam, without any ſuch Profeſſion of Faith required 


. of him. (which could not be) as was performed by Abraham. And why 


may not Baptiſm now be adminiſtred: to Infants, as being the Seed of belie- 
ving Paxents, by virtue of the fame Covenant made with them as with their 


Parents, though they cannot themſelves profeſs the Faith as their Parents do ? 


Circumciſion and Baptifim both wereadminiſtred to Profelytes among the Jews 
after their Profeſlion. of the God of Abrabam, but then were likewiſe admi- 
nifired to their Infants, and to the Infants of them, when they were grown up 
and came t0 have Children: And why, may not Baptiſm be adminiſired now 
tothe Infants of profeſs'd Believers, though the Intants themſelves can make 
wo _ 1 anſwer particulaily, becauſ ir ſo much inſiſted 
LO 16, 16._1 amwyer 9 aule It 1s 10 MUCH Intilted u 

on > He that belicucth, and i baptized, ſhall be ſaved. Fromhence the Ag 
ment is, That Faith: maſt go before Baptiſm, becauſe of the Order of the Words. 
To which. might anſwer, that no Argument. can reaſonably be taken from 
thence in this Matter 3 for then by the G@me Rule, according to the Order of 
the Words in ather Scriptures, Baptiſm ſhould go firſt, before the Performance 
of ſome of thoſe Afks which they ſay, ſhould go before ir : And fo this Ar- 
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Baptiſm is paced before Confeſſion of Sin, in the Relation of the Story there- 
of thoſe that were baptized 3 they mere baptized, confeſſing their Sins. And: 
the Order of 'the Words' in the Text that is objeted' eſpecially (as likewiſe 
that in: As 2.38." concerning Repentance arid Baptiſm) is altogether inſig- 
nificant to the Matter in hand, becauſe here the Delign of our Saviour is not 
to make Faith a neceflary Prerequitite to Baptiſm, (as neither the Apoſtles in 
that other Place to. make Repentance prexequiſite to Baptiſm) bur Faith and 
Baptiſm, that is, "the Profethon of 'Faith by Baptiſm, prerequiſite to Salvati- 
on. But Frather' anſwer as before, that” this'Fext is nothing co the purpoſe; 
becauſe it hath'no Reſpe& to Children at all;'and: therefore doth not exclude 
or prohibit their Baptifm : as appears by the ſecond Part added by way of Op- 
polition, He that: helieveth not, thall be damned. For if the Text be to be (o.. 
underftood, that Infants are-to be excluded from Baptiim' becauſe they do not- 
believe, then muſt they likewiſe forthe ſatre Reaſon be excluded from Salva- 
tion, which is more than they that urge it will own. So that this Text in- 
deed is nothing at all to the Matter. ' hd 
But what then is the Deſign of it ? It is a Diretion-or Commiſion given 
by our Saviour to his Apofiles, to extend their Preaching to all the World, 
which was hitherto confined within the Jewiſh: Territories, and fo to make - 
Profelytes among the Heathcn- Nations, thatithey alſo might be ſaved. - For 
bring in their Darkneſs and Inhdelity before; 'they muſt ' firſt be taught before 
they cold be brought to believe, arid © before they could be fit for the Parti- 
cipation of-the initiating Ordinance into the Church of Chriſt, which was. 
only tobe upon thoſe Terms. But this doth not -in the leaſt. imply a Prohibj- 
tion of the Baptifra of their Infantsafterwards, when the Parents themſelves 
were baptized: * No-more than-if Godthould have ſenefortht his Prophets'iri 
the time of Law; and ſhould have-giver them the.'Hke- Commiſſion, -to have. 
profclyted all Nations by Baptiſm-and Circumcihon-then,, would Have:been a 
- Bar'to the'Circameiſion: of their Infants, when once the Parents were by Con- 
verfion to the true God brought into;.a: Covenant-relation to him, and were 
* circumciſed. But asthe Infants of ſach Parents, by the Ruleand Practice of - 
Citcumcition /before, ought to/have been- circamciſed notwithſtanding ſuch 
Commiſlion, nor. could the/Prophets have underſtood the Commiffion-other- 
wile, -but-as conſiltent with ſich aPraQtice and 'Rule,. unleſs anException of 
Infants had been.expreſly put-in:;_ ſo'the Hifants *of Chriſtian Believers ought 
to be-baptized accotding.to the'general Grounds ofBaptiſm, notwithflanding 
this Commiſſion of our Saviour; and this Commiſſion running it thele Feims, 
can by ne means be jufily interpreted focontaifr'a Prohibition of the Baptiſm. 
of Children,. when there are ſuch Grounds fot its; nnle(s: our Saviour had put 
in an expreſs Exception-againſt'it. Nor coat” the- Apoſtles themſelves other= 
wile, anderſiaral: this-Commilſjon. than as implying and ne 
ap- 
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Baptiſm of Infants, of thoſe that were proſelyted to the Faith, according to 
the general Lage and PraQtice of the Jewiſh Church, unleſs our Saviour had 
put in an expreſs Caveat againſt it : For they could not in Reaſon otherwiſe 
uiiderſtand him, than according to the ordinary.Cuſtoms and Ufages of that 
Church in which they had. been bred and brought up, unleſs our Saviour had. 
otherwiſe made known his Mind unto them. 

' The fame Anſwer would ſerve for Hatth. 28, 19. Go, teach-all Nations, 
baptizing them, &c. To which I ſhall only add, that the Fundamental Miſ> 


take of: the Anabaptiſts in this Caſe,. ſeems to ariſe from their imagining, . 


that ourSaviour, in theſe Words, hath. delivered the whole Inſtitution of 
Baptiſm, and every thing. thac hath Relation to all the Subjects of it : Where= 
as this Text doth not contain the Inftitucion-of Baptiſm at all, (for that was 
done long before, .though we have not in che Scripture a, particular Account 
when) but only contains a new Commiſſion of our Saviour to his Apoſtles, 
to -go. out to all Nations to make Chriſtian Proſelytes z the Partition-wall 
being now-taken down, and na longer to confine this Favour to the Jews 
alone. Tt is. a Direction of .our. Saviour. only about this particular Matter 3 
and-as for all other things relating to Baptiſm, they-were tobe continued ac- 
cording to former Grounds and Precedents,- for any thing that appears to the 
contrary. And this having been, the immemorial PraGice.of the Jewiſh 
Church before, in Admiſſion of Profelytes.Children, :as well as themſelves, 
the Apofile could no otherwiſe reaſonably underſtand- it,. but that it ought to 
continue fo ill, Nor, conſidering the Grounds laid down..for.it,” can-we 
now conceiye.-any Bar put herein to- it, unleſs the Matter had been worded. 
much otherwiſe:than it is. And. I ſhall further obſerve after, that this Text 
contains rather a good Warrant for Infant-Baptiſm, if. it be underſtood as.it 
ought to be interpreted, than any Prohibition of it... And fo come to the 
next Objection. | reef, RS FRG | 


Objed& 3. That however Infant-Baptiſm 14 not commanded, nor # there 
any expreſs Example for it in Scripture. And therefore what ſever the Ufe or 
| Benefits of Infant- Baptiſm might be, if it had been commanded, there is no 
"ſufficient Ground for it now, nor ought it to be prattiſed, and can'be no better 
than Wilk-morſhip if 'it be. And this. they. think makes a plain Difference be- 
tween the Reaſon of circumcifing Infants- formerly, and baptizing them now, 
becauſe that was commmnded, and this is not, This is their great and trium- 
phant Argument, and the laſt Refuge of any Moment that they have to fly to. 


Anſw. 1. But will nothing indeed- ſerve belides an expreſs-Commandd? 


Will no Argument ? no-Reaſon ? no Conſequence ſerve fos the. Eviction or 
Proof of what we are:to believe and to do, without an expreſs Declaration, 


Command or Example?- Do we not find; that. our Saviour himlelf ay” 
the 
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the DoQrine of the Reſurretion againſt the Sadduces, by Axgument and 
Math, 22. Conſequence, only becauſe it was 1ajd, that God.ss the Godof Abraham, 
32 Tac, and Jacob 5 and becauſe he is not che God of the Dead, but of the Li 
ving ? Andithe Apoſtle proves by Conſcquence the ReſurreSion of. Chriſt 
AQ 2. 29, himſelf, by a rational DeduQtion from Scripture-Teftimony, which he proves 
Pal. 16. could be underſtood of no other but him. And in tnis manner *tis uſual 
9, 19 withthe Apoſiles to deduce Condufionsfrom the Scriptures by zeaſoning from 
them, in divers Diſcourſes both in the Acts and their Epiſiles. And thus 
Matth, r2, Our Saviour himſelf likewiſe argues the Lawſulnels of the Diſciples plucking 
3-4, 5 the Ears of Corn on the Sabbath-day, from David s cating af the Shewbread, - 
and from the Prieſts facrificing on the Sabbath, and from that Sentence in Ho- 
x Cor. 9, ſea, 1 will bave Mercy and not Sacrifice, And fo- the Apoſile deduceth the 
e, 9, 10, Maintenance of Goſpel-Miniſters, from the Reaſon and Parallel of ſome Pale 
fages mentioned in the Law. Yea, and do not the Anabaptiſis themſelves, 
as well as others, make uſe of the ſame conſequential kind of Deductions for 
the proving the Chriltian Sabbath; and Womens Right to partake of 'the 
Lord's Supper, when there is no expreſs Command. in Seripture, in ſo many 
].G'sC«- Words, for cither ?” And indeed the far greater part of ſuch AQtions, which 
:abaptiſm, Men and Women perform out of Conſcience towards God, ae neither in- 
P-7.' joined by any exprels Precept, or commended by an expreſs Example in 
Scripture, but either by ſome general Rule only, or the Analogy of -fome 
proportional Example. So that by a diligent Ule of our Reaſon, . and acloſe 
ſagpanent bf our-Minds to the Search of Scripture, it behoves us to inquire 
iligerrly into it for the Condu& of our Actions, and for the Information of 
our Minds in the Knowledg of thofe Truths which lie latent in Scripture, 
and are ofterrdelivered to us only by ſecret Infinuations, and are to be de- 
duc'd thence-by juft and rational Condulion. - And how would a great part 
of the Scripture elſe in many Reſpects be wholly uſeleſs tous? And I con- 
clude therefore, that there is no Neceſlity for the Proof of Infant-Baptiſm, 
that there ſhould be a plain and expreſs Command for it in Scripture z, but it 
is ſdfficient, if it may be juſtly and reaſonably inferred by Force of Argument, 
by the diligent Application of our Minds to the Conkideration of thoſs Gzonnds 
upori which-it- may be warranted and built, And if there be fufficient Ground 
for ity- it ;ought to be received, though the Reaſons for it ſhould he deeper 
than they do, and could net be diſcovered without a more narrow and accu- 
. rate liſting into the Matter. FS 
And itis in vain fo pretend, that 5: doing thus we-rejelt a Divine Command 
for bumavxe es nces, For what Divine Command do we reject? that of 
baptizing profeſr'd Believers ?' But do we reje& that Command, becauſe we 
hold that Infants may be baptized as well as they ? or is this only an uncertajn 
and humane Conſequence ? The A& of Reaſoning indeed is ours, in dedu- 
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of InmranTt-BayT1s n. 
cing the Concluſion from ſuch Principles, But if the Psemiſes, from which 
the Concluſion is drawn, be certain and divine, then ſo is the Concluſion 
which is drawn from them, if the DeduQtion be duly and regulacly made, 
For the Concl always follows - the Premiſes, and is of the ſame Nature 
with them, as being virtually contained in them, though the bringing of it 
to light is by Means of our Reaſoning. - 

2, Therefore I anſwer, and argue thus : That for which there is a ſifficient 
Warrant without an expreſs Command, may and ought to be reeceived with- 
out an expreſs Command : but for the Baptiſm: of Infants there is a ſufficient 
Warrant without an expreſs Command 3 therefore ic may anJ ought to be 
received without it. 

If the Anabaptiſts deny that there is or can: be any ſuch ſufficient Warrant 
for Infant-Baptiſm without an-expreſs Command, {as no doubt they will do) 
we muſt come to the Proof of it. - If we'cannot make this good,” then I ac« 
"—_— we muſt produce an expreſs 'Command, or elfe we mult give up 
the Cauſe. But if we can, then there is an End of the Obje&ion. So that 
our Buſineſs is to come to the Trial, whether we can or cannot; and io the 
ObjeQion however is at an end, And this, I think, is a ſafficient Anſwer 
to it : And fo refer the Vindication to what is before argued. 

'3+ But yet thatI may anſwer a little more direRly, 1 ſhall add this further, 
that in the Grounds which I have laid for Infant-Baptiſm, there is that which 
is equivalent to a Command : Becauſe it is reaforiable thence to conclude, that 
it is the Mind and Will of God, that we ſhould make uſe of it, (and that 
howſoever it be made known to ns, is our Rule which we are to walk by.) 
For how can we conclude otherwiſe, when God hath been pleaſed to appoint 
a diſcriminating Badg'and Character for his People and Children, whom he 
hath choſen and called into a near Covenant-relation to himſelf from the reſt 
of the World, and hath appointed Baptiſm for that purpoſe now, and for 
ſuch other Ends, as little Childrer for .the main are capable of, 'as well as 
grown Perſons ; how can we otherwiſe conclude, I fay, but that it is the 
Mind and Will of God, that it ſhould be adminifired to them as well as 
others, when it is in the Nature- and Ends of it accommodated to their Ule 
and Benefit, as well as grown Perſons ; and when a former Ordinance, which 
was for the ſame Ends, was _ commanded to be adminiſtred to them ? 
And when we conſider that this had been the Practice before in the Jewiſh 
Church, to receive the Infants of Proſelytes alſo by Baptiſm, as we are in- 
formed by the moſt authentick Records of that People, and the doing of this 
in the Chriſtian Church is no where” forbidden, how' can we conclude, but 
that it was the Mind and Will bf God, that it {ould be continued fill, 
though he gave noexpreſs Command for it ? there being no need of an ex- 
preſs Command forthe doing of that which uſed commonly to be done, = 
ar 
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for the doing of that-which had not been done before, v:z.- the proſelyting of 
all Nations to the Faith of Chriſt as already come, .without giving any" Order 
about their Children, becauſe there, was*nho;; Alteration made, about them, as 
the Subjects; of Baptiſm, from- what- had been commonly obſerved: before, 
And what is. all chis.but a:virtual Command, "though it be-not expreſs'd in 


ſo many. Words? , or how could the Apoliles-then, or we now, : otherwiſe 


underſtand it ? And: wenow much leſs, conlidering that it was the univerſal 
PraQtice of the Chriſtian Chuzch next and immediately after the Apoſiles, 
which-we cannot conceive thow it ſhould come to pals, unleſs it had had its 
Original, before. - echo: ©} et "x0 

And conſidering the Premiſes, if the Anabaptiſts will prove, that it is 
not the Mind and Will of God that Infants now thould be baptized, it is not 
enough for thern-to alledg, that we have no expreſs Command for it, but 
they muſt-either produce .an, expreſs Prohibitipn of it, (which they do not 
pretend to. do). or elſe that which is equivalent to' a Prohibition, by ſhewing 
the -Abſurdity or Incongruity of- it.in the Nature of the thing, to the Uſe of 
Infants, as unfit or. ujcapable Subjects 'of it. 'And then indeed we ſhould 
conclude.as wellas.they, . that it is cantrazy to the Mind and Will of God, to 
have it adminiſired t@ them. As we.hold the baptizing of Bells, or other 
inanimate things amongſt the Papiſts, .or ſhould hold the Baptiſm of Dogs or 
any other. brute Creatures tobe.ſo, , becauſe though the Baptiſm of ſuch Crea- 
tures be not expieſly forbidden, . yet it: is altogether incongruous in refpe& 
of the Natuze and Ends of Baptiſm,..to have it adminiftred to futh, And 
therefore the baptizing-of them-is an Abuſe of Baptiſm, and a groſs Superſti- 
tion. But when, Baptiſm is-ſo ordered and conſiituted by Godin the'Nature 


. and Ends of it, as *that. Infants. are capable Sabjedts of ity and: when'there 


are ſuch. other juſt Grounds laid - for. the Applicationoof it to.them, and io 
Prohibition or Caveat put.in, to warn us about it, we cannot but hold rather 


that it is the Mind and Will of: God, that it ſhould-be applied and admini-' 


ſired to. them. And this I take to be equivaleric to an expreſs Commiand, * 
I ſhall only add this further, that it may; be ſaid, That there js a general 


Command, which may likewiſe extend t6 Infants, even-in;the. general Com." 


miſſion z Match. 28..440;O17zvozre Go, diſciple all Nations, baptizing then, 
For Infants are a Part of the Nations : And at Infants may be made Diſciptes; 


(asthat Word here tranlated reach, ſhould be rendred) then as Diſciples' too, 
they ſhould be baptized, for all that are Diſciples ſhould be ſo. Now that 


Infants may be Diſciples is pls becauſe they ars;fo called, As 15.10, 
ecks of the. Diſciples ? which muſi be under-- 
fiood of Infants as well as others ; . it being the Yoke.,of Cirtamciſion that the 


Why lay ye a Yoke upon the 


Apoſtle there ſpeaks of, which uſed moſt:commonly. to;be adninifired to In- 
fants, or to them together with others 3 and was called! a Toke, becauſe of 
| the 


of IMFANT-BaPTIsSN. 
"the Burdenſomneſs, and Painfulneſs, and Bloodineſs of it. So that it is req- 
ſonable to conclude, that Intants here are ſome of the Diſciples meant. And 
it is no way unreaſonable to cal them by that Name, though they are in no 
preſent immediate Capacity of learning, or being taught: 3 for it is ſufficient 
that they be entred into Chriſt's School for that purpoſe, and engaged to learn 
of him, as of their Maſter. "And this they may be, and ſo may be viſible ad- 


mitted Diſciples'by Baptiſm, in order to future teaching, though they are not 


capable of preſent, As for Aliens and Infideis of grown Age, to whom the 
Apoſtles were ſent, they mult be fir{t taught before they become Diſciples, be- 
cauſe they can be brought to be Dilciples only by their own Conſent 3 where- 
as Children may be entred into Chriſt's Schoo] without any preſent actual 
Conſent of their own, by the Ad of others that are their Parents or Guar- 
dians, and ſo may become Diſciples: firſt, and fo be baptized as ſach, and 
then be taught afterwards. | 

; Now, as for the other part of the Objection, viz. the want of an expreſs 
Example of Infant-Baptiſm, that is of Jeſs Moment ; For an Example is of 
much leſs Moment than a Command 3 and' if a Command be not neceſſary, 
then much leſs is an. Example neceflary, But if Infant-Baptiſm may be con. 
cluded upon the Grounds aforeſaid, without an expreſs Command, then 
much more without an expreſs Example; ſo that the Anſwer to the for:nes 
Part of the Obje&ion will alſo-be eafily applicable here. - 

And indeed it is not at all fixange, that ſuch a Practice, though then in be- 
ing, ſhould be ſilently paſs*d over in Scripture : Becauſe the Scripture is not 
intended for a perfect Regiſter of all Facts that were done, though it be a per- 
fe& Rule of Faith and Practice in all things neceſſary to Salvation. So that 
the thing might be done then, though the Scripture doth not mention it. 
And it might be paſs'd over for this very Reaſon, becauſe it was no new thing, 


but was common before among the Jews, and ſo there need to be leſs notice 


taken of itz or becauſe the Apoſiles and Miniſters Buſineſs then was princiy 
pally to preach to, and convert, and fo baptize grown Perſons and Fathers ; 
and then the Baptiſm of Children fo)lowed of Courſe by the general and com- - 
mon Rule and Practice, and therefore there was leſs notice taken particularly 
of them, 

But yet though there be no particular Example of it, it may reaſonably be 
inferred, that it was praQtiſed, becauſe there were ſuch reaſonable Grounds to 
build the Pra&ice upon, and conſidering;the Praftice that had been among the 
Jews before, of the baptizing Proſelytes Infants ; and conſidering that there 
was no Complaint.amongſt any for the Negle& of their Infants, notwith< 
ſanding the Ceſſation of Circumcifion, as -it is probable there would hape 
been, if there had no other Ordinance ſucceeded in the room of it, which 
might be applicable to Infants, _ then they might well think, Mm 

nes 
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infants by. their becoming Chriſtians were in- a worſe and more negleed 
Condition than before 3 for whereas before by Circumciſion.they. were dif- 
ferenced from the Common and Unclean that were the Uncircumciſed, now 
they mult be reckoned among the Uncircumciſed too, being not circumciſed, 


and fo alſo common and unclean, it no-other Ordinance ſhould ſucceed in 
the roonrof Circumciſion. So that theſe Conſiderations give juſt Ground to: 


infer, that it was then praGiſed, though It be not particularly mentioned. 


Hdd to which, that they are likely;.to be included in thoſe Houſholds men- 
tioned to be baptized 3 for the Houthold contains all that is in the Houſhold, 
and *tis ſtrange if in all thoſe Houſholds there ſuould be no little ones. And 
though thoſe that heard and believed were Baptized upon their 'own F aith, 
yet it is reaſonable likewiſe to'infer,.;that the Infants were baptized, though 
without a Faith of their own, as the Infants of Protelytes before, by virtue of 
God's Covenant, which, upon-tm<;Haich. of: their :Parents, they coine pre- 
{ently to ſhare in. And then mv:vaber. the-Antients delivered this as a Tra- 
Fition and Practice derived fromthe. Apoſtles; as we haye ſeen 3. and there be- 
ing no other probable Ground to-be afligned tor the Original of it ſo ſoon in 
the Chriſtian Church, and. for the univerſal Practice of it, tit did every 
where obtain, it is fatrly.agreeable, that it-was the: Apoitolical. Practice be- 
fore. $3 25 Valeo 50 PHE KP £C45. 0 | 
And there is as little to be ſaid from Scriptare-Example jor the baptizing of 
Perſons at Age, whoſe Parents were Chriftians when: they were. born, and 
who had been educated from their Childhood in the Chriſtian Religion.... For 
chere is not the leaſt hint in Scripture of any ſuch that were baptizcd by the 


Apoliles, but only of thoſe that were converted from Judaiſm or Paganiſm. 


unto Chriltianity, and rhat:;preſently after.their Converſion. And; yet the 
Anabaptiſtsdo not doubt, but that ſuch were baptized, though there. be no 


preſs Exarople of it.. . But if this. Argument be good againſt Infant-Bap- 


tilm,, becauſe; there is'no Example-of it, it will be as good againſt the bapti- 


zing of ſuch, becauſcthere is as little Example of their being baptized. And. 


ſo the Argument would prove teo much, and: more than they intend 4 and 


ſo.they muſt turn Quakers too, and deny all Baptiſm now,. for the ſame Rea- 


{on that they. deny Infant-Baptifm.: But if to ſalve this,. they will argue, that 
the'Warrantableneſs:of baptizing ſuch grown Perſons may ſufficiently be de- 
duced ' to Scripture-Conſequence,. from the Reaſon and End of the Inftitu- 
tion of Baptiſm, without any ſuch Example, we will -allow the Argument. 
Bar then we muſt d: fire that Juſtice of them, that the PraGtice of Infant- 
Bayggiſm be likewiſe allowed to be warrantable for the ſame Reaſon, if we 
can likewiſe deduce it 5 juſt Conſequence. from ſufficient Grounds, though 


we praduce. no Example, of it... 


T0 


of Inrant-Bapricy: 


To conclude, there is no need of an exprels Example, wherwe have ſufli.. 
cient Warrant befides without it. We mutt not tezch God how he muſt notify 
his Mind tous ; but if he hath made known his Mind and Will to us in any 

' way, we are to practiſe accordingly, whether there be Example or no Exam- 
'ple leſt of ſuch a Practice : The Mind and Will of God however made 
known to us, being to be our Rule, and not only when it is done this way or 


that way. 


Obje&t. 4. That thu # the Reaſon why the Church F fo full of Hypocrites 
and carnal Profeſſors, and profane Perſons. For being all almo#t are baptized 
:n their Infancy, and thereby admitted Church-Members, they -are therefore ſa 

fill ejteemed ;, and ſo the Churches of the Pedobaptiſts are overloaded with ſuch 
Per ſons which defile their Communions, ; 

- Anſw. But what! arethere no ſuch Perſons to be found among thoſe of the 
other Per{waſion ? I heartily wiſh indeed, for the Honour of our holy Maſter, 
and the Credit of his Religion, that there were no ſuch either among them or 


us, or thoſe of any other Denomination. But this is not to beexpected in 


this imperfect State of the Chrittian Church, which is as a-Ver caſt into the Marth. 13. 
Sea, that receives of every kind, where good and bad are mix'd together ; and 47: 


ſo we muſt expect it will be till the End of the World, when the Angels. ſhall 
come forth, and ſewer the Wicked from among the Juſt. But let us not blarne 
that for this, which is riot to be blamed, Ir is not to be laid to the Charge 
of- Baptiſm either in Iniancy or in Age, nor to that in Infancy more than tc 
that at Age. . Forif once the Baptiſm of adult Perſons were the general Fa- 
ſhion, and as commonly teceived, and as much encouraged, as Infznt-Bap- 
tiſm row is, I doabt not but the Church would be as tall of Hypocrites then. 
and carnal Gofp:lers, ior any thing that Baptiſm at Age would do more to 
prevent it than Infant-Baptiſm now doth:. For it is no great Matter to make 
ſuch a Confeffion of Faith as may ſerve turn for Baptiſim 3 and if once it were 
Mens Intereti to do fo, it would be eatily enough gone through, 

As for ſo many profane Per ſons, .which they ſay are inthe Church by reaſon 
of Infant- Baptiſm. becauſe ſ; many are look'd upon of the Church that mere 


once baptiz.ed, and theſe are for the moſt part bad. I anſwer, However chat 


bez yet Infant-Bap:1/in 1s not to be blamed for it, but generally it is the want 
of Care in Parents and Godfathers about the Infiru&ion and Education of 
Children that have been b:ptized 3 and want of Diſcipline in the Church, to 
expel thoſe that are profane out of -it, when they onee becone [can dalous in 
it. It is not Infant-Baptiſm that is to be blamed, for that isa proper Means 
rather to make Perions gocd, and that betimes : That will do its Part well if 
it be rightly adverted to, when they grow :p to Underſtanding, by Reflecti- 
on upon it 3 and full as well as if Baptiſm were adminiſtred at Age, This 
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4A Brief Defence 
tends to continue and help forward the Conveyance of Religion down ta 
aſter-Generations, by laying a ſirict Engagement upon Children to be good 
betimes, and upon Parents to educate them and bring them up well in order 
to it 3 ſo that there might be ſtilla young Nurſery of tender Planis growing, 
up in the Vineyard of. the Lord. , And to fay otherwiſe, is a Refietion upon 
the Wiſdom of the Jewiſh Church, in admitting the Children of Profelytes, 
together with their Parents, yea and of the Wiſdom of the holy God bim- 
ſelf, (who loves the Purity and Glory of the Church certainly more than any 
of us.can do, and knoweth beſt what moſt tends to further it) who himſelf 
ordered the Token of his Covenant to be applied to Children at eight Days 
old. For according to this Opinion, it had. been much better to have let it 
alone till all had come to Age. And the ſame Cenſure will lie upon the Jew- 
iſh Church for admitting, of Members then in their.Infant-ſtate, as much as 
it can.now upon the Churches of the Pedobaptiſis. But let not us go to 


teach God, or inſtruct him what Means are beſt to promote the Churches Pu- 


rity. I can make no doubt but Infant-Baptiſm is as great- an. Advantage to 
the Church now, as Infant-Circumcifion was then inall the ſpiritual Reſpects 
of it, or as the Baptiſm then of Proſelytes Infants was. : 

But if there be other Ordinances and Duties neglected, which God hath 
appointed, which ſhould be for the procuring, of a pure Church, or for the 
cleanling of it when it is impure, it 15 the Neglect of thoſe Ordinances and 
Daties, that is the true Reaſon of that Impurity in the Church, and not the 
keeping up of that Ordinance, which rather helps towards its Purification, as 
well as admits into the Communion of. it. They. of the other way, when 
profane Perſons arc at any time found among them, don't blame their Bap- 
tiſm at Age for it, as if that were the Reafon of their Badneſs, which would 
rather tend to make them good :. and if theſe Perſons continue till in their 
Church, no- doubt it is the Churches Negle&, and not the Fault of their 
Baptiſm. .And fo if profane Perſons be found in the Church, wherein the 
Members are admitted by Infant-Baptiſm, let not Infant-Baptiſm. be blamed 
for that, but the Negle& of thoſe other Ordinances and Duties that ſhould 
tend to promote the Churches Purity. 


Objed. 5. Why may not the Lerd*s Supper be adminiſired to Infants as well 
&# Baptiſm, that being as well a Seal of the Covenant as Baptiſm ##, and was 
likewiſe adminiſtred to themin ſome of the firſt Ages of. the Church ? 

Anſw. If the Lord's Supper ſhould be adminittred to Infants, it could be 
of no other Uſe to them than Baptiſm is, viz. to be a viſible Badg or Mark. 
of their being owned and received by us as the Children. of God, and Mem- 
bers of the Church of Chriſt, and: a Seal of the. Bleſſings of the Covenant, 
and of theix Communion therein. Theſe things are ſufficiently —_— tO 

* tnem 


of INFAnT-BaPTisN. 
them by the Ordinance of Baptifm ; and the Ordinance of the Lord's-Supper 
could be of no further uſe co them than what this comes to. And therefore the 
Adminiſtration of the Lord*s-Supper to them would be ſupervacaneous and 
needleſs, becauſe it can do no more for them than Baptiſm doth, 

Nor is the Ordinance of the Lord*s-Supper fo tit and proper to be adm 


niſtred to them for the Ends aforeſaid, as Baptiſm is: Becauſe Baptiſin is a 


Sacrament or Ordinance particularly defigned or appointed for this purpoſe, 
fo be for their viſible Initzation or /nſition into the Church of Chriſt, anci is 
therefore to be adminiſired to all the Members of it, as a Token or Sign of 
their being the Children of God, and Members of Chriit 3 and fo to {eal to 
them the Bleffings of the Covenant, and to engage them on the'r part to 
tie performance of the Conditions. And Infants being capable vi all theſe 
Ends and Utes of it, which are the chief Ends of Baptiſm, it is therefore 
proper and fit to be adminifired to them. Whereas the Lord?s-Supper is a 
Sacrament of Growth or Perfeion, for the ſirengthening and refrething of 


our Souls, and for our Growth and Progreſs in' Gracez. which is- promoted. 


and furthered by-an AQ of Refle&tion.on our parts upon the Death of Chriſt, 
and the Benefits that he hath puxchaſed thereby ; and is to be a thankful Me- 
morial, or for ſolemn Thankſgiving to Chriſt for this great Grace and Love 
of his, that he hath manifeſted to us in his dying for us, and thereby pur- 
chafing and obtaining fo great Benefits for us : This being the chief End of 
that Inſtitution, as appears by our Saviour's own words, Do this in Remenz 
brance of me. Now all this requires great Knowledg and Conſideration, and 
pious RefleQtions upon what we are about, which Infants are uncapable of, 
Nor is there the like Scripture-ground for the Adminiſtration of the Lord's- 
Supper to Infants, as we have ſeen there is for Baptiſm : Nor is there the 
ſame Parallel of it, or Pattern for it from the Practice of the Jewiſh Church, 
as there is for Infant-Baptifm, in their Adminiſtration of Circumcition to In- 
fants for a Token of the Covenant betwixt God and them 3: and likewile in 
their baptizing the Infants of Proſelytes. Whereas the Children of the Jews 
were not admitted to the Paſſover, which is that other Jewiſh Ordinance, 
which may ſeem to anſwer moſt to the Chriſtian” Euchariſt, till they were old 
enough to enquire about the meaning of the Service, and were capable of 
underf{tanding the Nature of it, as it was done in Remembrance of their. De- 
liverance out of Egypt 3 Exod. 12. 26,27. And ſo, agreeably to this there- 
fore, neither ſhould the Children of Chriſtians communicate at the Lord®s- 
Supper, till they are capable likewiſe of underſtanding the Nature and Ends 
of it ; as it is a Sacrificial _ in Remembrance of Chriſi?s Death and Paſſi- 
on, and of. our Deliverance from Sin and Death, which we have thereby. 


And this indeed may well require more Years over their Heads, 'before- Chil-. 


dren will. be capable to come to the Underſtancing thereof, than what might- 
capacitate.. 
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4 Brief Defence 
capacitate the Jewiſh Children for the underſtanding, the nature of the Paff. 
over, becauſe that Myſtery is greater 3 but this 1s meerly accidental, But as 
ſoon as our Children are capable of underſtanding the Delign of this holy 
Communion, and of performing thoſe Acts that are required with reſpec} 
unto it, we hold it their Duty likewiſe to participate in it, | 
Oe of Ie And then as for the PraGtice of Intant-Gommunion in the Chriſtian 
ſunt-B 3. Church, we have not near the like Evidence of the Practice of it from Anti- 
ciſm, the Quity, either as to the Antientneſs, or the Generality of the Practice of it, as we 
Concluſron, have for that of Infant-Baptiſm. There being none of the moſt antient Writers, 
Ireneus, Origen, Tertulliar, that ſpeak any. thing of it, as they do of Infant- 
Baptiſm, and Origes particularly, as a Cuſtom or Tradition derived from the 
Apoſtles; nor near ſo many in the following Ages mentioning it, as there do 
Mhifait-Baptiſm. - And many of thoſe that owned the Neceſſity of Infant- 
Baptiſm, as the Pelagians, yet never owned the Neceſlity of Infant-Com- 
munion. And as for the Pra&tice of ' Infant-Communion therefore, the 
Weſtern Churches have long ago relinquiſh'd it, as apprehending it to be a 
Miſtake, grounded neither upon any Text of Scripture, nor Apoltolical Tra- 
dition, and being in the Nature and Deſign of it improper tor Infants ; but 
yet have {till retained Infant-Baptiſm, 'as being in all reſpects well grounded, 
and moſt aptly to be accomodated. to them. 

It was.an eaſy andcharitable Slip which tke Ancient Church was ſuffered to 
fall into amongſt other things, to give the Lord's-Supper to Infants, (as they 
uſed to do to grown Perſons preſently after their Baptiſm ) that they might 
partake of all the vifble Seals of Divine Grace and Favour, * Rather than 
deprive them of any, they would give them all. This, tho a Miſtake, yet 
was a Matter of no dangerous Conſequence in Religion ; as the' Anabaptifis 
pretend that of Infant-Baptiſm to be in the highelt degree, as introducing a 
meer Mock-Chriſtianity, and a Mock-Church and Minifiry into the Worls, 
Now it is not imaginable, that God ſhould ſuffer ſuch a Church-deftroying 
Corruption ſo early. to prevail in that Church that was ſo famous for Miracles, } 
Martyrdom, and true unaffected -Holineſs as the Antient Church was. Bue {| 7 
for ſuch a harmleſs and innotent Miſtake as that of Infant-Communion, it is 
no ſtrange thing that their Charity ſhould a little be let alone to over-biaſs 
their Judgmeut. And I ſhould much rather chooſe to join with them'in their 


Charity, than with theſe Dur Patres Infartum, that are ſo unkind to deny 
that to Infants, which God hath been pleaſed in his\ great Grace and Kind- 
neſs fo freely to vouchſafe unto them, and to inftate them in. þ 


The 


of INFAnT-BayPTism. 


The CONCLUSION, 


Fx have I endeavoured, with all convenient Brevity, and I hope with 
Perſpicuity, to manage the Argument I have taken in hand: And I do 
not know, that I have balk'd any conſiderable Argument or Objection, that 
ſeem'd to me to he of "any force againſt it, And 1 have defired to follow the 
Apoftle's Dire&tion, to ſpeak. the Trath in Love, without any bitter Refle&ion 
upon the contrary-mindeu , whom, notwithitanding their Diſſent, I ſhall re- 
ſpect as Brethren, But as-for the way that they have taken/up, conſidering 
what I have ſaid in Defence of our own, 1 can no otherwiſe eſteem of it than 
as a. very culpable Schiſm. If the Denial of Infant-Baptiſm had been a fim- 
ple Error, I ſhould have leſs concerned my ſelf about it, . But when there is 
ſuch a Train of diſmal Conſequences following at the heels of it, as the un- 


churching all Churches that are not of the like Commugion, and the denial 


of all other Miniſtry and Ordinances beſides their own, which muſt aceds 
naturally be accompanied with many fierce Animoſities and unbrotherly Con- 
tentions, to the deliroying of Chriſtian Love and Peace; it ſeems to me to 
' Took with a frightful Ape. Therefore they muſi excuſe me, if out of a 
Love to Truth and Peace, I have endeavoured to rectify the Mifiaken Judg- 
ment of thoſe that have gone aſtray, and to ſettle thoſe that have need of 
Eſtabliſhment in the way of Catholick Verity, Love and Union: - x 
But that the Dodtrine which I have defended, may be more effeEually vin- 
dicated from that Contempt and Scorn that is poured vpon it by thoſe of the 
contrary Perſwaſion, it is our part to make that good and holy Improvement 
of the Baptiſm that we have received, as is {utable to the Nature of it, .. And 


you that are Parents, and Godfathers' and Godmothers, pray conſider your - 


Charge and T..ſt that is committed to you, and remember, as it 1s exccllent- 


ly expreſt in the Exhortation after Publick Baptiſm, That" # your Parts and. 


Duties to ſee that the Children be taught, ſo ſoon as they ſhall be able to learn, 


what a ſolemn Vow, Promiſe and Profeſſion they have made by you 7 And that. .. 
they may know theſe things the better, to call upon them to hear Ser mens, and pro- 
vide that they may learn the Creed, the Lird's-Pray-r. and the Ter Commands. 


ments, and all other things which a Chriſtian ought to know and believe to-his. 


SouPs Health. and that. they may be vertuouſly brought .up to lead a Godly - 


and a Chriſtian Life: It is the Careleſneſs of Parents and Gochathers about. 


the Education of Children, and their. Negle& to. inforce-upon-them. their : 
Baptiſmal Obligations, that hath been one great Cauſe of Oftence,. that thoſe. 
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A Brief Defence 
of the contrary Perſwaſion have taken againſt Infant-Baptiſm. For what 
wonder is it, if that be counted a Nullity, that there is ſo little good uſe 
made of? And to what'\purpoſe is the ſprinkling or waſbing Children with 
Water, if therc be no care taken to inſti] into them, and to bring them up 
to that Chriſtian Purity in Heart and Life, that is lignified thereby ? They are 
bound indecd afterwards however, when they come to Unaerſianding, to re- 
fle& upon the Obligations that in their Infancy they were brought under : 
But there can be little ExpeQation ordinarily, as we fee by fad Experience, 
that ever they will do it, if their Education and Infiruction be neglected in 
their younger Years. Indeed it is to be doubted, that vhe Baptiſm of Infants 
with many is turned into a meer Formality : And the Charge that is fo ſo- 
lemnly and particularly undertaken by Godfathers and Godmothers, is never 
thought of afterwards to any purpoſe. But many Parents think that they do 
their Duty ſufficiently, if they bring up their Children to ſome Arr or Trade, 
or provide Portions and Eſtates for them, whereby they may be able to live 
in the World : And Godfathers and Godmothers, it they do. but give them 
ſomething, as a Token of their Reſpe& in ſome {mall Gift, But that they 
. . may be brought to lead a truly Chriftian Life, that they may deny Ungodli- 
nes and Worldly Lufts, and live Godly, Righteouſly and Sober)y in this pre- 
ſent evil World, which is the great End of Baptiſm, Ordinances, Goipel, 
and Life it ſelf : How little is that refle&ed upon by many, as if it were none 
at all of their Concern and Duty ? A right practical Improvementof our Infant- 
Baptiſm by our ſclves, and a Religious Care taken in the Education of our 


Children futably to the Obligations thereof, will be a better Vindication of 


the Uſcfulneſs of Infant-Baptiſm, than all the Arguments that can otherwiſe 
be brought for it, ( tho never ſo good ) which will ſeem all but Noiſe and 
Sound to many, unleſs the Practical Influence and Power of it be made more 
£0 appear in real Benefit and Fruit, . 


Now the God of Peace, which brought again from the Dead our Lord Feſ1a 
Chriſt, that great Shepherd of the Sheep, through the Blood of the ever- 
lafting Covenant, make us perfett in every good Work to do bis Will, 
working in #s that which is well pleaſing in his ſight, through Jeſus Chriſt ; 
to whom be Glory for ever and ever. Amen. | "F 


AN 


APPEND I Xx 
Wherein is ſhewed, 


Thatic isnot neceſſary to baptixe by Dipping. 


a' few Words of the Manner of Adminiſtration of Baptiſm ; and 
ſhew, That it is not neceſſary, that Baptiſm ſhould be adminiſtred 
by Dipping, or Plunging, or Dowzing into the Water. 

If it be neceſſary that Baptiſm ſhould be always adminiſtred by Dipping, 
this Neceſfity muſt arife from the Will and Intention of our Saviour ſome 
way declared tous in the Inſtitution of Baptiſm, or in the Adminiſtration of 
it left to us in Scripture. And there muſt be ſome Notices or Evidences, by 
which this Intention or Will of our Saviour may be made manifeſt to us 3 
from which we may neceſſarily infer, or conclude, that this particular Form 
of Adminiſtration is determinate!y preſcribed by him. - And this, I think, can 
be colle&ted no otherwile, but by one or other, or all of theſe three ways, viz. 
Either from the Uſe and Signification of the Words, by which this Ordi- 
nance is expreſs'd 3 or from the Examples of the Adminiſtration of it, that 
are left us in Scripture z or from the Nature and Ends of the Ordinance it 
ſelf. And if it- cannot be neceſſarily inferred from all, or either of theſe 
Conſiderations, that it was our Saviour's Will and Intention, that Baptiſm 
ſhould always be adminifired by Dipping ; then, I fappoſe, it will be allowed, 

that Dipping is not eſſential to Baptiſm. Now I ſhall endeavour to prove, 
”” that it cannot be neceſſarily inferred any of theſe ways. | 


Hs diſpatch'd the Controverſy of Infant-Baptiſm, I ſhall here add 


I. Not from the Uſe or Signification of the word Baptize, which is not 
uſed to ſignify Dipping, but waſhing or cleanſing by Water, which way foever 


it be. For, 
iſt, It is to be obſerved, That whenever the Holy Ghoſt in the New Te- 


Kament hath occaſion to mention the 2 of Dipping, it is never expreſſed 
| by 
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Not Bam- by this word that ſignifieth to Baptize, but by another, which we have but 
Tice, bit fgur times in the New Teſtament, vis. Lik. 16. 24. Job. 13. 26, Mat. 26. 


Bam]. 


23. Rev. 19.13. But whenever the Ad of Baptizing is expreſt, it is always 


. G's Ca- expreſt by another word, and not by that which is commonly uſed to ex- 


rabaptiſm, 
P. 47+ 
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preſs the At of Dipping. From whence we may probably infer a difference 
in the Signification, not a Sameneſs : For if they were both of the ſame 
Importance or Signitication, it is moſt likely that they would be uſed pro- 
miſcuouſly. | 
2dly. 1 ſay the word Baptize, or Baptiſm, is often uſed to ſignify any 
kind of waſhing or cleanling by. Water, by the [Application of Water any 
way to the Thing, and not only by dipping of it into. Water which in ſome 
caſes was not cuftomary, nor likely. As when it is faid, Mark 7. 4. The 
Phariſees eat not, except they waſh 5 In the Greek it is, Except they be baztized. 
And Luke 11,38. the Phariſees marvelled, that our Saviour had not firſt waſhed 
before Dinner : Ih the Greek likewiſe it is, that he was not firſt baptized. 
Now the manner of waſhing in that caſe ſeems uſually to have becn by Aſper- 
fion of Water on the Hands : 'And therefore this is to expreſs the Office of a 
Servant to his Maſter ; 2 Kings 3.11, Eliſha poured Water on the Hands of 
Elijah. And the. ſame word is ufed to expreſs their frequent Ceremo- 
nial Waſhing of Beds or Tables ; as likewiſe it is in that Text, Mark 7. 4. 
In the Original it is, the Baptiſm of theſe ' things. And it is no way 
likely, that this ſhould -be oxdinarily done by Immertion, or putting them all 
into, or under Water, but rather by pouring Water upon thern, aud thereby 
to cleanſe them. And Heb. g. 10. we read of divers Waſhings that they 
had : In the Greek divers Baptsſes, many 'of which were Sprinklings. 
Therefore there can be no Arguinent for Dipping, &c. ſolidly grounded 
upon the bare Signification of the word Baptsze, becauſe that is uſed to ſig- 
nify any kind of Waſhing without Dipping as well as by it. 
3dly, It is ſometimes to be obſerved, that the Act of Baptizing is fo ex- 
preſt, that it would be very uncouth. and improper to underſtand it- of 
Dipping : As when it is expreſi by baptizing with Water, not by baptizing 
into Water, or under. Water : as Lake 3. 16. indeed baptize you with Water. 
And fo A#s 11.16. it would be very uncouth and improper to ſay, that a 
Man is'dipp'd with Water. | N | 
q4thly. Again ; this ſame word that is uſed to expreſs Water-Bzptiſm, or 
baptizing with Water, is in like manner uſed to expreſs Chrift's baptizing 
with the Holy Gholi and with Fire ; as in that ſame Text, Luke 3. 16, Now 
that cannot be ſo underſtood, that-Chriſt ſhould dip or dowze Men into the 
Holy Ghoſt 3 but the uſual way of Expreſſion is, that the Holy Ghoſt with his 
Gifts and Graces was poured pon them: thus AF.2,17,18, / will pour out in 
thoſe days of my Spirit upon them, And Als 10, 45. Onthe Gemiles alſo was 


Powred 
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poured out the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, And Tit. z. 6. The renewing of the 


Holy Ghoft, which is ſhed, or poured on us abundantly. And why ſhould 
we not underſtand. the baptizing with Water, . in Proportion and Similitude 
to this ? So that I can ſee no reafon to .conclude, that it was our Saviour's 
Will and Intention, that Baptiſm ſhould always be by Dipping, from the 
Uſe or Signification of the Word, 


II. It cannot be neceffarily inferr'd or concluded from the Examples of 
Perſons being baptized, that are mentioned in Scripture, For in thoſe Ex- 
amples that ſeem to be moſt expreſs for Dipping, the moſt that can be con- 
cluded, is ouly a bare Probability of it, And in ſome it is highly improbable, 
and the Probability is rather on the other ſide. And if it could be demon- 
Kratively and fatisfaGorily made out by Scripture-Examples, that the uſual 
way of Adminiſtration of Baptiſm then was by Dipping, yet that would lay 
no neceſſary Obligation upon us to the like, : 

1. I ay, that in thoſe Examples, which ſeem to be moſt expreſs for Dip- 
ping, and therefore are moſt commonly urged for the Proof of it, there is at 
molt but a bare Probability of it, and hardly that in ſome 3 but there is no 
demonſirative Proof can be made from any of them, either from the expreſs 
Words or Story of thoſe Examples, or by juſt Conſequence from them. 
There are three :Texts of Scripture that are uſually.urged to this purpoſe; 1 
ſhall confider them ſeverally. . 

The firft is at. 3. 13, 16. which ſets forth the Baptiſm of our Saviour 
by John Baptiſt 2t Jordan: For ver. 16. Feſus, when he was baptized, went 
rp ſtraightway ont of the Water. But what then? Can it be neceſſarily in- 
ferr'd from. hence, that he was dipp in it, or under it? If he went into 
it, (as the manner uſually was in that Country, to waſh their Feet, that were 
dirty or foul with travelling ) and ſo there was baptized; yet was there no 
way to have this done, but by Dipping ? But indeed this Text, if rightly 
interpreted, doth not ſo much as prove, that our Saviour went into the 
Water at all. . For in the Greek. it is only, «vey %78 78 YlG-, he came 

from the Water, not out of it, And fo he might be very well taid to do, 
if ke only went to the ſide or, brink: There being ſome little. Aſcent at leaf 
from the Water to the dry Ground, But however, there is no determinate 
manner of our Saviour? Baptiſm in it exprefi, nor can be neceſſarily or de- 
monſtratively inferr?d. And therefore at muit that particular Form, which 
the Anabaptiſis, infiſt upon, is but a meer Probability. _ 

Ariothex Text that is urged, .is Joh. 3-23. Tat John was boptizing . in 
Enon near to Salim, aſe ak was much Water there. And becauſe of the. 


' numbers of thoſe that went to Jobs to be baptized,it was moſt convenient that 


it ſhould be in ſuch Places where there Ke Plciucy of Water, But can any 
| 2 one 
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APPENDIYS. 


one prove hence,that they were baptized by dipping into itz. or under it ?- Is 


this any thing more than a Conjecture ? tho he baptized there, where there was 
much Water, yet the manner of baptizing there is not ſtated or determined. 


| So that this which is ſo much inſiſted upon, at moſt from hence, is but a 


Conjequral Probability 3 and therefore can be no matter of Faith, nor can 
lay any Obligation upon Praftice. For beſides, 'in that place it is not faid;. 
that there was much Water together 53 but moAAg Uſer, many Waters, that 
is, many Streams-or Rivolets, which were not very common generally in. 
that Country, And thus there might be, tho there were not Water of a 
ſufficient Depth to dip a Man in it. But let that be how it will, there.is-no 
determinate Manner expreſft, or to be. ceriainly and evidently concluded, as 
ought to have been to build a Conſequence of ſuch a Nature upon, as to infer 
an Obligation to ſuch a determinate Manner. 

Lafily, that of : As 8. 36. uſeth to be infiſted-upon, concerning the Bap- 


tiſm of the Eunuch by Philep. For ver. 38. it is ſaid, They went down both 


#1to the Water, both Philip and the. Eunuch, and he baptized him : and when 
they were come up out of the Water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip. 
Yer neither, here is the particular Manner of the Adminitiration expreſt, nor 
yet to be certainly colleted, It is no firange thing, that they did: go down 
into the Water in that warm Country ;z that they might db, and yet Philp. 
not dip the Eunuch in it, but take up Water with his Hand to pour it upon. 
him, And yet the words in the Original may be as conveniently interpreted; 


that they both went down to the Water, ( as the Eunuch was journying upon. 


the Road by) and came up from it only : For fo the Particles here rendred* 
into and out of, are often expounded... And if ſo, then this Text doth not ſo 
much-as prove, that they went nts the Water, butonly to the Bank or Side 
of it, And betides, that Water, if they did go into it, is reported by thoſe 
that have travelled into, and viewed thoſe Parts, to have been only a Riſe or- 
Fountain, fo ſmall or ſhatlow, as that a Man could not be dipp'd init. St. Fe- 
rom faith, it was Fons ad Radicem montis ebulliens, a Fountain bubbling out 
at the bottom of the Hill ; Et ab eadem in qua gignitur, ſorbetur bumo, and' 
forthwith-drank up by the Earth that produced it,. asiit is expreſſed by Sandys 
in-his Travels, ſpeaking of the ſame Place; and therefore it is not likely to 
be of any confiderable Depth. And ſo the Expreſſion in the Story of the ds 
ſeems to-intimate, ver. 36. they came E772 71 de, unto a certain Water, 
or- ſomewhat of I ater, enough to baptize the Eunuch, tho not by dipping, 
But from none of theſe Relations of Baptiſm can the particular or determinate: 
manner of the Adminiſtration certainly be gathered 3. and therefore much leſs 
the Neceſlity of any Form be concluded. So that:at moſt, all that theſe 
Places amount to, is a meer Probability of the thing, that it was done in that 


manner, and no-more.. Andyet thele-are all the Places from Example, = 
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ufe to be produc'd to prove the Neceſſity, But how ſhort doth all come of a 
demonſtrative Proof ? ; 

2. In ſome of the Examples or Inſtances of: Perfons baptized in Scripture, 
it is very improbable that the way of the Adminiſtration of Baptiſm was by 
Dipping 3 and the Probability is rather on the other ſide, that it was not by 

Dipping, but rather ſome other way. | 

As when we read of ſuch vaſt Multitudes baptized by Fobn, which the Evan-- 
elit giveth us an Account of 3 AAatth. 5. 5, 6. Then went out to him Jeru- 
alem, and all Judea, and all the Region round about Jordan, and were bap-- 
tized of him, This great Conflux of People to him, ſeems to be chiefly at 
the Beginning of his Miniſtry, though that continued but a little time nei- 
ther at moſt, And we have no Account. that John had any Affiſtance in bap-- 
tizing any 3 for we do not read that his Diſciples baptized, though the 
Diſciples of our Lord did. So that the whole Work muſt lie upon him, in 
baptizing ſo many thouſand People, as it is likely there were, that came to 
him day by day. And what a tedious and dangerous Drudgery muſt this be 
forhim, if he muſt ſtand ſo many Hours, or whole Days together in deep Wa- 
ter, and muſt take all this Company one by. one, to bury them under Water, 
and take them up again after the Mode ? How unlikely or improbable there-- 

fore is this ? ; 

And fo when we read of three: thouſand Perſons that were baptized, and: 
added to the Church the ſame Day, As 2. 41. For it ſeems that they were 
baptized the ſame Day that they heard the Word, and were converted to the 
Faith of: Chriſt. And this Work, it cannot well be ſuppofed, that they could. 
go about before Noon at ſooneſt : For St. Peter began his Sermon but about 
nine of the Clock in the Morning, or the third Hour of the Day,. ver. 15 
And after that there mult needs ſome time paſs in Diſcourſe, &'c, before they 
could be ready for the Work of Baptiſm. And how unlikely is: this,. that 
all this could be done, and fo many Perſons dipp'd after the Mode, by fo- 
ſew as there were to do it, in an Afternoon ? And that in the City Jeruſalem, 
wherein there was no Water of Depth, there being only the little Brook Ce- 
dronrunning by ? And'as for Cifterns, or other Receptacles of Water, where 
ſhould they find them to dip fuch a Multitude in, and that upon a ſudden ?- 
The moſt of that Nature, we may ſuppoſe, were-about the Temple, for the 
waſhing and bathing of the Prieſts 3- but it is not likely there could be ſo ma- 
ny as to ſerve for ſuch a Maltitude 3 nor that they ſhould have leave to uſe- 
thoſe that were. And.the Water-pots-that were in private Houſes were com-- 
monly leſs, . as ſerving chiefly for the waſhing of their Feet when they came in 
from Travel. And there is not the leaſt Intimation of their going out of the 


City. to- perform- this Work. And if they had, that would have taken up 
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more time than what could have been ſpared in an Afternoon, And yet as 
Geographers report, there was not any Water near the City of that Quantity, 
that could be ſufficient for this Performance neither. And befides, was all 
this done, and were they baptized naked, or in their Clothes ? If naked, 
where was the Modeſty that became ſuch an Ordinance, in the dipping of ſuch 
a vaſt mix'd Multitude, as it is likely, of Men and Women together, at 
Noon-day ? If in ſome Clothes, mult they-all go home tft and fetch Clothes 
to change, or mult they walk to their ſeveral ' Habitations, it may be a conli- 
derable ſpace, in their wet Clothes ? Which way foever Mens Imaginations 


F may work to form a Suppolition, how ſtxangely improbable i5all? > 


So when we read of baptizing a whole Houſhold, in the deep of the Night, 
in a private Houſe, ina City, without the leaſt Intimation or ' Likelihood of 
their going forth to a River, or any Water out of the Houle for it: As we 
read in the Story of the Jailor, As 16. 33. For he took them the ſame Hour 
of the Night, and waſhed their Stripes, (that is, of Panl and Silas) and was 
baptized, he and all bis ftraightway, viz. in the very Priſon 3 and then 
brought them into his own Houle, which was probably joined to the Priſon, 


| and ſet Meat before them. This is not very likely, intheſe Circumſiances,. 


to be done by Dipping neither. : 

And what an unlikely thing is it, that St. Paul, when he was in that weak. 
Condition through Faſiing, and that great Confternation of Spirit that: he 
was in by reaſon of his Vition, ſhould be baptized by Dipping in cold Water, 
in his private Lodging, as the Series of the Story ſeems to intimate to us,. that 
he then was; Atts 9. 9. He for three Days was without Sight, and neither. 
did eat nor drink, But ver. 18, when Ananias came and ipake to him, be 


' received Sight forthwith, and aroſe, (being, it is likely, before upon the Bed, 


through Weakneſs and Trouble) and was. baptized : And when he bad re- 
ceived Meat, which it ſeems was not till after his Baptiſm, be was ftrength-. 
ned... | | 

Conſidering theſe things therefore, if we conlider the bare Relations of the 
Scriptare:.it ſeems highly improbable, that in theſe- Inſtances Baptiſm was 
adminilired by :Dipping 3. but it ſeems more probable that it was done fore 
other way, by Aſpertion or Application of Water, not by Dipping, So that 
if in the former Inſtances there was a Probability that Baptiſm was by Icmmmer- 
ſion or plunging in the Water, (though in ſome of them we have ſeen it hard- 
ly amounts-to that neither) yet in theſe now mentioned there is a Probability 
at-leatt on the other ſide. Sothat here is:Probability againiiProbability. And 
I will appeal to any Man«hat is not prejudiv?d, whether 'thoſe Acconnts of 
Baptiſm, that we have in the former Relations, can ever be rationally: fuppo* 
{cd to contain a demonſtrative-Evidenceand Proof of the Neceſlity of Dipping, 
as 


4PPENDISX: 
as being eſſential to Baptiſm, when there are ſuch P:obabilicies in others of a 
quite different Adminiſtration ? - 

3. ButIſhall add this further, . that if it could be demonſtratively proved 
by Scripture-Examples, that the way of Adminiſtration of Baptiſm in thoſe 
times, was by Immerſion or Dipping under Water, yet could it lay no nece(- 
ſary Oblipation,upon us to the like, unleſs it could be proved, that this de- 
terminate manner was appointed by Chritt's Inſtitution, which it is impoſh- 
ble to prove by thefe Examples alone, if the thing; be capable of being per- 
formed otherwiſe, For our Saviour might give out the Command of bap- 
tizing with Water in general, without determining the manner of Admini- 
ſtration, but leaving the particular Form or Mode indiffcrent, and to be uſed 
ad libitum, this way, or that way. And they might take up this Mode of 
Immerſion (if they did do to) as moſt ſutable to their Apprehenfions, or In- 
clinations, or Cuſtoms,.. But it doth not follow therefore, that we muſt needs 
obſerve the ſame Manner, if the fame Thing can be done another Way, and to 
the fame Ends and Uſe. Therefore unleſs they can prove this Particularity by 
the Inſtitution, or ſuch Texts as are clearly declarative of it, theſe Examples 
will not bind us.to the like Obſervation. For an Example is no Rule or Ob- 
ligation of ic ſelf; fo that the Rule it ſelf muſt be firſt proved, before an Ex- 
ample can be made uſe of in Argument, So that this Argument from Exam- 
ple alone is of no Force at all. And we have cen before, that there is nothing 
to be certainly concluded from the bare Words by which the Ordinance is 
expre(s'd, to prove this Form of Adminiſtration that is ſo contelted about, 

If it be ſaid, That the Senſe of onr Saviour's Inſtitution may be competently 
gathered from their Cuſtoms, T anſwer, That they had ſeveral forts of Bap- 


tiſms, or Waſhings, and Purifications, and many of theſe were by Sprink-. 


ling : So that which of thoſe are we ſure that our Saviour referred to? 

If it be faid, that their manner of Baptiſm before was by Dipping or Im- 
merſion, and ſo that our Saviour in the Inſtitution of Chriſtian Baptiſm fup- 
poſed, at leaſt, or ordered it to be. adminifired in their Mode, aud that the 
word baptize mult ſignify to do as they did. 7 anſwer, firlt, that that mui 
be proved by Scripture to be their Mode of Adminiſtration, before a Neceſlity 


can be inferred by this Argument, that it muſt be ours. For it they produce. 


an unſcriptural Proof, though the thing be true,though it may illuſtrate an Ar- 
gument, yet it will not be enough to enforce an Afſent, fo as to build the 


Neceſſity of ſuch a Practice upon. And yet again, if it could be proved ne- - 


ver ſo ſubſtanti-Ily from Scripture ir {elf, that this was always the Jewiſh 
Mode of Adminiſtration of Baptiſm, yet it will not follow that this Mode or 
Manner was preſcribed by our Saviour in his Inftitution : For his Inſtitution 


reſpects the End rather than the Manner, that is, he bid them do what Y 
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APPENDIS. 
did to ſuch an End, (as Baptiſm is now deſigned for) but he did not bid them 
do it only in that way. For our Saviour*s Inſtitution doth not ſeem to re- 
ſpe the Way at all, but the End and the Mtter ; ſo that it there be any 
kind of Application of Water to ſuch anend, the Inſtitution is ſatisfied. And 
theſe Exarmples do nothing at all to oblige to this or that particular Form. 
And yet ic is to be obſerved again, that if the Jnſiitution had reſpected - the 
Manner as well as the End, that many things have been obſerved and done in 
the firſt Adminiſtration of an Ordinance, in conformity to ſuch Parcticularities 


* In the Inflitution, that in after-Adminiſtrations have been omitted or altered, 


viz. in Matters that have not related to the Efſence of the Ordinance, Thus 


it was in the Matter or Buſineſs of the Paſſover, which according to the firſt / 


Inſticution was to be eaten ſtanding, and 5n haſte, with their Loins girded, and 
Staffs in their Hands; to denote, perhaps, their haſty Paſſage and Nelive- 
rance out of Egypt. But theſe Circumſtances, when they came to poſſels the 


Land of Canaan, in after-Generations, were wholly omitted. And we find 


Chriſt and his Apoſtles ina Table-poſture, in that Paſſover which he celebra- 
ted with them, quite different from the firſt Inſtitution 3 the particular Po. 
{ture being not relative to the main End of the Inſtitution 3 and the Circum- 
ſtances being altered that the Inſtitution at firſt had reſpe& unto : And fo why 
may it not be in this Caſe ? 'So that though it ſhould be-ſuppoſed, that ther 


way of Adminiſtration of Baptiſm was by Immerſion, and that our Saviour 


had reſpe to that way in the firſt Inſtitution, it having been their Mode and 
"Cuſtom before in that warm Country 5 yet upon Variation of Places and 


Cuſtoms, why may we nothere alſo ſappoſe an Allowance, if the Alteration 
of the Manner, in Accommodation to ſuch Places or Perſons, parallel to that 
Alteration that was before about the Paſſover? For ſurely a Change of Clj- 
rates makes a great Alteration of Circumſtances z the Northern Climates be. 
ing much colder than the Southern, on this ſide the EquinoCtial. And Im- 
merſion or Bathing in cold Water, which was pleaſurable enough in Fades, 
will be very troubleſom and dangerous in the Northern Regions, eſpecially at 


ſome times of the Year, and to ſome Perſons that are ſickly or weak. And 


yet no doubt but our Saviour intended that Baptiſm ſhould be common to all 
Places, and Times, and Perſons: For we do not read in Scripture, that ever 


they deferred Baptiſm after they were converted to the Chriſtian-Faith, at 


what time ſoever of the Year it was. And yet withal it is plain, from the 
general Rule, that'God requires Mercy and not Sacrifice z and therefore our 
Saviour, we may be ſure, . would not have an external Ordinance to be ordi- 


narily detrimental or dangerous to any of the Subjects of it 3 as plunging in 


cold Water muſt needs be to ſome Perſons, eſpecially in cold Climates, with- 
out a continual Miracle, which we are not ordinarily to expe : For as he 
| | > tells 
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tals us in another Inſiance, the Sabbath was made for Man, and not Man for 
the Sabbath ;, and therefore was not to have any Detrimentfrom it, that could 
be Conveniently prevented. For a natural Law muſt be ſuppoſed always to 
over-rule poſitive Inſtitutions. And why may we not in the ſame manner 
argue, that Baptiſm likewiſe was made for Man, and not Man for Baptiſm ? 
And therefore when ſach a Manner of Baptiſm would ordinarily become hurts 
ful to Man in ſome Places, we may by the ſame Rule conclude, that another 


Manner may be ſubſtituted in the room of it,if it way anſwer to the fame Ends { 
and Purpoſes. And though that of Dipping might be the manner in that Jn 
warm Country, where the Inſtitution was firſt delivered, yet it is not reaſo- ju 
nable to ſuppoſe that that ſhould be alike preſcribed to other Perſons and | bl 
Places, .to whom and where it would become dangerous and hurtful to the | i 
Life and Health of Man, when another will do as well. | i 


IE. 1 come therefore now to ſhew, that it is not neceſſary to the Ends of | 
Baptiſm, that it ſhould be adminiſtred by Dipping. For the cleanfing Nature | 
of Water, without confidering the Quantity, will be ſufficient to fignity all | 
that is intended by it. And it is the Signiticancy of Water alone, as a Sign, | 
and not the natural Virtue of it, can here be intended. And this Signiticancy 
may be ſufficiently expreſs'd by the Ute of it in any Quantity, it being the p 
purifying and cleanſing Property of Water that is cohiiderable in this Ordi- | j 
nance. So that whether we take it as a Sign from God to us, of his cleanting 
us from Sig and Guilt by the Blood and Spirit of Chriſt, and his owning us 
for his own holy peculiar Pcople 3 or whether we take it as a Sign from us 
to God, of our Obligation and Dedication tq Purity and Holineſs, as the 
Servants of God ; the Ute of it, by Afperſion or Application of ic to us, will 
be of like Significancy to Immerfion ot Plunging of us into.it. * BPR 
And that this may not be thought to be. only our Imagination, it is to be 
obſerved, that thoſe very Benefits which are ſignified by Baptiſm, are often 
ſet our by the Expreſſion of ſprinkling. And if the thing ſignified may be cyprian. 
ſufficiently expreſs'd in this way, then ſurely it is ſufficient that the Sign ſhould Epiſt. ad 
be ſo uſed, as to repreſent or expreſs the ſame. For the Sign is but for the Magnum. 
fake of the thing fignified. Thus the Expiation of Sin by the Blood of Chrift, 
and the Communication of the Benefits of his Death, is ſet out by Sprinkling, 
1 Pet. 1. 2. Through Sprinkling of the Blood of Feſus Chriſt, And Heb. 12. 
24. This us that Blood of Sprankling that ſpeaketh better things than the Blood 
* of Abel. And ſo Heb. 10. 22.. we come to have our Hearts ſprinkled from 
an evil Conſcience. And the Communication of God?s Grace, and Aſſiſtance 
of his holy Spirit, for the San&ification of our Hearts and Lives, is ſet out 
in the ſame manner. Thus we have that Prophecy, with reſpe& to Gofpel- 
by I | 
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times; Iſa: 52. 15. He ſhall ſprinkle many Nations, that- is, by beſtowing 
his Word and Spirit upon them, to convert and bring them-to an holy Sub. 
miſlion to himfſel6, And ſo Ezck, 36. 25. Then will 1 ſprinkle clean W ater 
wpon you, and ye ſhall be clean; from all your Filthineſs, and from all your 
Idols will I cleanſe you. And thus we find the manner was in the Ceremo- 
nial Cleanſings 3 as in cleanſing of the Levites, Numb. 8, 7. Thus ſhalt thou 

- dp unto them to cleanſe them ;, ſprinkle clean Water of purifying upon them. 

And ſo when any one was unclean with any Ceremonial Uncleanneſs, he was 
to be purified, by ſprinkling the Water of Separation, Numb. 19. 13. So 
that ic ſeems that all ſorts of: Purification ,or Cleanſing may be ſufficiently ex- 
preſs'd by ſprinkling of Water or Blood, So that the Sprinkling of Water 
in Baptiſm is likewiſe ſufficient to expreſs or fignity. what is to be ſignified 
thereby : It being not the Quaatity, but the cleanſing Nature of Water, 
thatis intended in it, as a Sign, to the Purpoſes to which it is defigned. As 
- inthe Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, it-is not the Quantity of Bread and 
Wine that isneceſſary to the Signiticancy intended therein, of ſirengthning 
and refreſhing our Souls by the - Body and Blood of Chriſt ;- but Bread and 
Wine uſed- in .any Quantity whatſoever. So the Signiticancy and End of 
Baptiſm doth not depend upon the Quantity of Water uſed therein, but only 
upon that Uſe of it, whatever Quantity it be in. | 
But ſay our Brethren of the other Perſwaſion, that the Significancy of Bap- 
tiſm is not ſufficiently expreſs'd, unleſs,. according tothe Apoſtle, -we are bu- 


ave buried with him by Baptiſm into. Death : Which Place they produce, both 
to prove the manuer of Baptiſm by Dipping, and alſo the Neceſlity of it. 
Whereas I think that neither one nor the other can be proved from it : The Apo- 
files Delign in-that Place is to engage Chriliians to a Forfaking or Renuncia- 
tionof-Sin : And the Argument: he uſeth is taken from their Baptiſm, be- 


Death, and ſo-are buried with. him by Baptiſm into Death, (© as to die to Sin : 
That as Chriſt died for Sin, ſo we by our Covenant-Engagement in our Bap- 
tiſm, .undertake avowed Death to Sin, evermore to renounce and forſake it, 
and to live a new regenerate Life anſwerable to Chriſt's Reſurre&tion. And 
Yer... this is.to be planted together with Chriſt 5: the likeneſs of his Death +, and fo 
we are to be jn the likeneſs of his ReſurreGiion. And our old Man is crucified 
Ver. 6. with him, that the Body of Sin might be deſtroyed; that henceforth we ſhould 
ver. 11, 70t ſerve Sin : And therefore we muſt recken: Hur ſelves, by this our Cove- 
nant-Engagement, ts be dead indeed unto Sin, and alive unto God through 
Feſrs, Chrift our Lord: tolive a Life of Holineſs according tothe Will of God. 
So that 'tis a departing from Sin which the Apoſtle here. intends, and _ 
; | rom 


zied in Baptiſm under Water, .as they underſtand chat Place, Roz. 6. 4. We 


cauſe they are baptized; in_their Baptiſm, into the Similitude of Chriſt's 
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from Baptiſm: as- an engaging, Covenant-lign thereunto, and -makes uſe of 


the ſeveral Metaphors of Death- and Burial, and planting into Death, and 
Crucifixion, to expreſs this departing from Iniquity, to which by Baptiſm 
we are engaged. ; 

But ſay they, The Apoſtle alludes tothe Praftice or Cuſtom of baptizing by 
depping under Water. But how doth that appear? they mult prove the 
Cultom before they can prove that this is an Allufion to the Cuſtom : For an 
Alluſion to a Cuſtom ſuppoſeth it, which muſt be made out ſome other way. 
For it muſt fixft appear, that that was the Cuſtom, before it can appear that 
this is an Alluſion to it 3 ſo that this Text alone dpth not prove the Cuſtom. 
And we {ce that the Apoſile's Diſcourſe may be very well underſtood without 
ſuppoling ſuch an Altuſion. And yet if the Cuſiom be owried, and the Al- 
luſion be granted, the Apoſile's Alluſion doth not prove the Neceſſity of it. 
In other Scriptures we ſee, there is an Alluſion to Sprinkling, yet we don't 
argue the Neceſlity of Sprinkling from ſuch an Allufion : Nor can the Ne- 
cellity of Dipping be argued from this. For the Force of the Apoſile*s Argu- 
ment doth not lie in this, that they were buried under Water, (though it be 
admitted they were ſo) but that they 'were obliged by their Baptiſm, as an 
engaging Sign, to depart from Sin', which they may be as well, if Baptiſm. 
were adminiltred by Sprinkling ; ſo that the thing deſigned is equally attained 
this way, though not under the Notion or Metaphor of Burial, yet under ano- 
ther Notion that ſignifieth the ſame thing, though not in the ſame manner. 
And it is the thing it ſelf that is tobe reſpe&ted, and not as it is expreſs'd un» 
der ſuch or ſuch a Metaphor. And therefore can never think, that there: 


ſhould be ſo much Streſs laid upon a PraGice only for the fake of a certain. 
Metaphor to be built upon it, when the thing it ſelf may be argued without 


it, or under any. other as well as that. 


Thus I-hope 1 have made out, that there is no Neceſſity: of baptizing by- 
Dipping to be proved by Scripture. - And no body pretends, as I know, the 
Neceſſity of any other particular determinate Form, 


Inference t. And hence then I infer, that the particular Mode or Form of 


Baptiſm is a thing indifferent, as not coming under any Precept, or being any 


way effential to the Ordinance. As the Anabaptiſis do allow, that it 1s in» - 
different whether Perſons be baptized naked or in their Clothes, (though F: 


think that that may fairly admit of a Diſpute) there being as they think no. 
poſitive Rule for either. So for the ſame Reaſon ſhall I make the like Con- 
clufion concerning the Mode of -the Adminiſtration, whether-by Dipping or. 
oprinkling. 
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2. And then if the particular Form or Mode- be indifferent, chen to lay 
ſuch a Streſs upon it, as if the Worſhip or Ordinance could not be otherwiſe 
acceptably performed or obſerved, .can be nothing elſe but an unreaſonable 
Superſtition. h : 

3. And if it be indifferent, then to make a Breach and Schiſmin the 
Church for the ſake of it, to cry downall other Baptiſm for a Nullicy, be- 
fides their own, and to condemn all other Churches as no Churches, and 
their Ordinances as no Ordinances, and their Minifiry as no Miniſtry, for the 
ſake thereof ; 'and to promote, continue, and carry on with ſo much Impor- 
cunity, a cauſleſs and uncharitable Separation aud Diviſion by means thereof, 
mult needs be very highly criminal. | 


I ſhall conclude all with the Apoſtle?s Exhortation to the Romans, Let ws 
follow after the things that make for Peace, -and things wherewith one may edi. 


2 Cor. 13. Jy another. And that to the Corinthians., Finaly, Brethren, farewel: Be 


perfe&;, be of one Mind, live in Peace .; and the God of Love aud Peace ſhall 
be with you. 


1a8E-E-N D. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


LG lg is lately publiſhed, 4 Survey of the Bible; or, an Analytical Account of the Holy 


Scriptures ; Containing the Diviſion of every Book and Chapter ; thereby ſhewing 
the Frame and Contexrure of the whole. Much conducing to the clearer Underſtanding 
thereof, By way of Supplement roche Annotations on the Bible, By Same! Clark, M. A. 
ſomerime Fellow of Pembrook-Hall in Cambridge; and afterwards ReQor of Grendon-Under- 
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